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United in Christ: EVERYTHING IS GRACE!

“Now God has us where God wants us, with all the time in this world and the
next to shower grace and kindness upon us in Christ Jesus.”
Ephesians 2:8
Stewardship Kick-Off is Sunday, September 29. The week before the kick off
members will receive their Stewardship Packets in the mail. In that packet
you will find a letter from our Stewardship Chair, Eric Smedal, explaining our
budget and the congregation’s needs for 2020. You will also find a Time and
Talent Sheet. Please fill out both and return them to the church by Sunday,
October 21.
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During Stewardship we will use a liturgy entitled, “EVERYTHING IS GRACE.”
The texts during the four weeks of stewardship talk about the Rich Man and
Lazarus, the disciples asking for more faith, the Ten Lepers and the
Persistent Widow. I’ve read through the texts. On the surface they don’t
appear to support our stewardship theme, “Everything is Grace.” But then we
have come to understand grace as God giving us everything we want,
whenever we want it, without doing anything for it. It is my hope that in the
coming year our understanding of “God’s Grace” will deepen and our trust in
it become even stronger.
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Here is what is happening the four weeks of Stewardship…
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September 29: Ministry Fair
Walk into church on the 29th and check out the tables our various committees
have set up. Each Committee’s goal is to share with the congregation what
God has done in the past year using theirs and others hands. Please take
time to visit each table and consider becoming part of the ministry of Christ
Lutheran. Like the offertory we will be singing during stewardship says,
“Everybody’s Got Something to Offer.” Extra tables will be set up in the gym
so more people can sit down, visit and enjoy the great treats provided by
Parish Fellowship every Sunday.

(continued on page 2)

Stewardship 2019 (continued)
October 6: The Top Ten Oldest Members of CLC
On the 6th we celebrate the ten oldest members of Christ Lutheran and see how they, many of them in
their nineties, are still actively involved in the life of Christ Lutheran.
October 13: Everybody’s Got Something to Offer
That’s our theme song for Stewardship! By the third Sunday you might even have the words memorized,
Everybody’s got something to offer,
young and old the prince and the pauper.
Everybody’s got something to offer
in the name of the Lord.
For the past few years “service projects” have been part of 7th and 8th grade Sunday school. Last year
the younger classes wonder why they didn’t get to do anything. That led to the 6th graders shopping for
groceries for the Food Pantry, the 5th and 6th graders rolling bandages for Global Health Ministries, the
3rd and 4th graders baking cookies for coffee and the 3 year olds through 2 nd graders stuffing candy into
bags for the Easter Egg Hunt. On the 13th we celebrate what they have to offer as well as what other
young people have done in the congregation: like the youngest person to attend a mission trip, the
youngest person to roll meatballs, the youngest person to usher or read lessons, etc.
October 20: Harvest Festival
Come ready to enjoy some Harvest Games and Activities as well as a Harvest Feast. The fun starts
right after Family Express with pumpkin painting, a maze and other fall crafts and games. Lunch will be
served from 10:30 – 11:30 p.m. inside and out, depending upon weather. The menu is Turkey, Mashed
Potatoes, Dressing, Green Beans, Squash, Swedish Rye Bread and Pie with Ice Cream for dessert.
For our younger people there will be Mac and Cheese. A free will donation will be received to cover the
cost of food and hopefully raise some funds for Sanctuary Lighting. We would like to switch over to
LED lighting.

CLC Sanctuary Lighting
The Property Board has recommend changing the sanctuary lighting to LED and replacing the related
controller. The Council proposes to do the project in 2020.
Why is this necessary at this time? What are the benefits of LED lighting?
We need to again replace burned-out light bulbs in the sanctuary. Each time we replace bulbs we
are spending $5000. All bulbs are replaced, pews must be removed and a special lift is
required.
New LED bulbs are now available that are dimmable and provide equivalent lumens as we currently
have. These bulbs will
operate more efficiently,
last longer, 25 to 50 years instead of 8, and
provide better quality lighting.
Converting to LED lighting will
save over $4,000 annually on our electric bill,
reduce the frequency needed to replace them and
provide energy reduction of 88% (from 29,600 watts to 3,600 watts).
Focus on Energy has incentives available to reduce our cost of converting.
The total cost, (lighting, controller, installation) is about $36,000. Because it is a significant project, you
will hear more about this as we conduct fund raising events to help pay for it.
This project is economically prudent to do. Generally, maintenance projects are expenses that do not
provide a revenue stream. By replacing these bulbs we’ll have a significant saving in our electric bill that
potentially will repay the cost in about 8 years. Conversely, if we don’t convert to LED, we’d still need to
replace the light bulbs at a cost of over $5,000 and repeat that replacement in another 6 to 8 years.
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By Sophie Geister-Jones

Folks, we did it. We got to the end of the church service. We are at the benediction. What does
this mean?
Well, do you remember months ago when I talked about the invocation? If you don’t, I’ll
paraphrase here: the invocation invites God into a worship space. It is a formal declaration
from us, the worshippers, to God, worshipped, that we’re going to be all up in his/her/their grill
for the future 20 to 55 minutes (maybe 75 minutes if there is communion).
The benediction is basically the flop to that flip. We say the benediction at the end of the
service. Where the invocation is a formal start, the benediction is the formal goodbye. It is us
tying the service up in a little bow. But it is also more than that--it is us inviting God to leave the
worship space and walk with us in our daily lives.
The words to a benediction are:
May the Lord bless and keep us
May his face shine upon us
May his blessings go with us
And give us peace.
Honestly, the benediction is probably one of the clearest aspects of the church service. There
isn’t a lot of hidden meaning. We are saying, “Hey God, we’re leaving church, but we’re not
leaving you. So, y’know, stick with us and watch over us while we go about our day-to-day.”
When we say the benediction we recognize that God is not just in the church. God is in
everyone and with everyone always. God is not just from 9 to 10:30 on Sundays. Church is all
about community. It is us coming together to celebrate our differences under the giant umbrella
of God’s unconditional love that he/she/they have for each and every single one of us. The
benediction should act as a reminder that the community of Christ and the body of the church
isn’t found singularly in a building. It exists outside the church, and just as we ask God to look
after us, we should look after each other.

Fall Worship Schedule Begins Sunday, September 8
We begin our Fall Worship Schedule of Sunday September 8 with worship
at…
8:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship
9:10 a.m. – Family Express with Sunday school immediately following
10:30 a.m. – Traditional Worship
It’s always fun to get together again after a summer full of activities. It will be even more fun
this year with all the things planned for Rally Sunday, September 8th. I’m talking about some
awesome games as well as lunch served beginning at 10:30 a.m. Read more about it in the
Education Page of the newsletter. See you here!
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Al and Leanne Menninga
By Diane Matson
Who would have thought that a kiss on the hand at a Community Choir rehearsal
in Platteville, where he was in the baritone section, sitting behind her in the
soprano section, would result in a 35 year marriage, a blended family of 10
children, 33 grandchildren, and 21 great grandchildren (with one more arriving
soon), but that’s exactly how it all began for Al and Leanne Menninga. The director had asked choir
members to introduce themselves to someone that they didn’t know…..and the rest is history.
A native of Pella, Iowa, Al claims to be “100% Dutch”, and even though she hails from Charleston, Illinois,
Leanne credits being “half Norwegian”, to the fact that her father grew up on a tobacco farm in Stoughton.
Platteville was the location and education was the common denominator for this couple who both
appreciate music and enjoy knitting (you might have seen Leanne wearing some of her beautiful shawl
creations in the pew on Sunday mornings). Al retired as an English professor at UW-Platteville, and Leanne
was the Platteville High School librarian.
Elderhostel trips are favorite vacations, and visits to Door County, the Southwest states, and National
Parks including Mesa Verde and the Grand Canyon rank high on their lists. Knitting conferences and music
festivals in Oregon and California have also created fun vacation memories.
Skaalen has benefitted from their love of education where both Al and Leanne can be found unpacking and
checking in the monthly Dane County collection of books loaned to the Skaalen library, and then packing
up the previous collection to return for others to enjoy. Leanne’s mom Florence was a resident of Skaalen’s
Heritage Center for a number of years, and she made sure that the other residents on her floor (my mom
included) signed thank you notes whenever someone provided a special treat or surprise for those living on
her floor. Apparently the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree!
When asked what makes CLC special to them, the Menningas’ mention the range of activities available for
members of all ages……..and the music. Thank you Al and Leanne for your faithfulness to Christ Lutheran,
your love of music and education, and your many community contributions.

by Cindy Lehr
This month’s article has to do with Sunday School registration. Did you know
you can fill out your child’s Sunday School registration online and submit it right
to Jenny Hoffman? Did you know that with a click of your mouse you can also
pay for Sunday School Registration? Just think, no standing in long lines on
Rally Sunday to do this task! Just head to www.clcstoughton.org. Once there
click on Christian Ed/Youth. If you would prefer, you can print out the
registration form, fill it out, and bring it along on Rally Sunday too. Soon, the
confirmation information/schedule will be updated as the new year approaches.
It’s a great resource to find all the information needed if you have children in
Sunday School or Confirmation. Check it out!
Christ
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By Roger Slack
After the four Gospels and Luke’s account of the Acts of the
Apostles comes Paul’s letters to the various churches established.
As I have said before, Paul’s letters to the Romans and his two
letters to the church at Corinth, Greece, were long letters. Next up
were some shorter letters to the churches of Galatia, Ephesus and
Philippi. As I explained before, these letters were taken by a
messenger of Paul and read to the church when they met together.
Each church had specific things or troubles going on that were
unique to them, but each had a common problem of Jewish trouble
makers coming in after Paul had moved on, stirring up the new
faiths of the believers with ideas that the gospel message Paul was
preaching wasn’t quite right. They insisted that to be a Christian,
you had to be circumcised like the Jews and had to follow all the
Old Testament Laws and festivals. To them salvation was a matter of “keeping score” and the
ones with the most points at the end, got into Heaven. Paul had no time at all for these false
apostles as he knew the damage they were doing in the hearts and minds of the new believers.
Instead of a faith in what Christ had done in their place on the cross, it now was dependent on
what they could and could not do, leaving them doomed to a chronic sense of failure and not
being good enough. Paul deals with this in each of his letters. Galatians 2:19-20 reads, “I have
been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which
I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and delivered Himself up
for me. I do not nullify the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ
died needlessly.” He continues on in Galatians 3:21-22, “Is the Law then contrary to the
promises of God? May it never be! For if a law had been given which was able to impart life,
then righteousness would have indeed been based on law. But the Scripture has shut up all
men under sin, that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.” In
his letter to the Ephesians, he deals with the same message and also explains that God is at
work in us to accomplish the works He wants us to do. Ephesians 2:8-10 reads, “For by grace
you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a
result of works, that no one should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” I love Paul’s
letter to the Philippians as he explains to them who Jesus is and what He did for them in
Chapter 2:1-13. All three letters are very encouraging and uplifting for them and for us today. As
I said, these letters were read to the churches when they met together. Just out of curiosity, I
read Ephesians out loud and timed myself to see how long it would have taken. The whole
letter took 20 minutes 18 seconds. That surprised me as I thought it would have been longer.
As Paul said “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,” and
spending time in God’s Word is when God’s Spirit is at work inside us making us who He wants
us to be.
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NEWS YOUTH CAN USE

7th and 8th Grade Sunday School in September
September 8: Rally Sunday – Welcome back! Enjoy the games! Be
part of the fun!
September 15: Highway Clean Up – Everyone will meet at the
Information Desk at 9:00 a.m. Parents are needed to drive the youth out
to our section of Highway 51. If we get a good size group we divide up
into 6 groups and the work is done in 40 minutes. Treats will be in the
Youth Room when you get back.
September 22: Class with Teacher to be determined
September 29: Check out the Ministry Fair as you come to Worship
and Sunday School and see everything your congregation does. Class
with Teacher to be Determined
Wednesday Evening Menus
Supper is served from 5:45 – 6:30 p.m.
Confirmation students and their families, God and Game participants and
their families, or older members – really anyone – is invited to come and
break bread.
A donation of $3.00 is suggested to help cover the cost of food.
September 18
Tacos
Cheese Quesadillas
Spanish Rice
Fruit Salad
Floats
Coffee, White and Chocolate Milk, Apple Juice
September 25
Homemade Pizza
Lettuce Salad
Brownies with Ice Cream
Coffee, White and Chocolate Milk, Apple Juice

God and Games Begins September 18
God and Games is an opportunity for our 4 – 6th graders to enjoy some
fun and fellowship on Wednesday evenings. You meet the same
Wednesdays as the 7th and 8th graders have confirmation. You and
your families are welcome to join us for supper from 5:45 – 6:30 p.m.
The cost is just $3 per person and gives mom and dad a break from
shopping, food preparation and clean-up in the middle of the week.
After supper you join Jacob Fitzsimmons and your friends in the gym
from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. for some games and a short devo. Jacob has
been leading this event for four years now. We have him till Christmas
when he will graduate from Edgewood College with a nursing degree.
And Y=yes, you can bring friends.

Christ
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Sunday School News
Our Sunday School Theme for September is: the Fruit of the Spirit. In Pentecost we learn
about the different values that are important to living a faithful life. The values represented in
the Fruit of the Spirit are: Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness,
Gentleness and Self-Control. Our first lesson this month is about The Lost Sheep and the Lost
Coin. Jesus told the story about the shepherd that leaves his ninety-nine sheep while he goes
out in search of his one missing sheep. In our story, “Jesus said, He loved them all—the big
ones, and the little ones, the good ones and the naughty ones. They were his sheep and he
loved them all”. This lesson shows how God wants all of us to be a part of his flock and, if we
stray, he will keep searching for us so that he can bring us back to his flock. He does not want
anyone left behind. Through this story Jesus shows what love is.

Sunday School Kick-off will begin at 9:45 on
Sunday September 8th. And will run until 11:30.
Students will report to their classrooms following Family
Express to take attendance and get their team bracelet.
They will run through three activities during Sunday
School where they will travel with their class and their
teachers. Sunday School will end this week a little bit
later to allow all of the students to participate in each
activity.
At 10:35 parents can pick up their students and go
around and enjoy additional events with their children.
This year we will have the following events : The Hamster
Wheel, The Ski-Team, and The Hula Hoop Relays. We will also have students take a class
picture. After Sunday School, we will have some new events and the chance to go back with
your children and try out some of the events that they participated in. The events beginning
after 10:35 will be the balloon blast, a scavenger hunt and a craft table where people can
make their own Frisbees or if they prefer a lion puppet. Food will be available for a free will
offering and the money raised will go towards our fundraiser for building a playground . We
will have hamburgers, brats, fruit salad, chips and root beer floats. Come and help us
celebrate the return to another school year at Christ Lutheran Church.

7 th & 8 th Grade - The Journey Begins
Parent & Confirmation Student Orientation and packing Lutheran
World Relief Kits on Wednesday 9/11/19 at 6:30pm
Confirmation begins at 6:30 pm on 9/18/19
3rd Grade – Presentation of Bible
Parents & Student meet w/ pastor to learn about Bible during
Sunday School am on 9/22/19
Parents present students with Bibles during Family Express on
9/29/19
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Rebecca’s Rebels
Third Monday of the Month
Viking Brew Pub
6:30 p.m.
Women of the Bible
There are a lot of women named and their stories told in the Bible. And the Bible gets such a
bad rap for being patriarchal. Whether it’s the women or the stories of the powerless the Bible
does a great job of keeping alive the minority report. Here are the women we will be studying
in the fall…
September 16: Abigail
There are two Abigail’s mentioned in the Bible and we will look at both of them. The
Abigail whose story we are going to look at was married to a wicked man by the name of
Nabal. After his death she became one of David’s wives. Her story is in 1 Samuel 25.

October 21: Miriam
I realize we are jumping around a bit chronologically. Miriam was Moses and Aaron’s older
sister. She is the little girl who watched over her baby brother when her mother put him in a
basket and set him in the Nile to save his life. She is also the woman who years later helped
lead the Israelites to freedom and was one of their leaders.
November 18: Zipporah
She was the wife of Moses and daughter of Jethro. There is some confusing information about
her in the Bible. It’s not always easy to be married to a man who is called to lead God’s people to freedom.
We will take a break in December. December can get busy with Christmas on the25th.

Men’s Night Out at the Brew Pub
Monday, September 23
6:00 p.m. Pints and Pop
6:30 p.m. – Supper and Program
Program: Casey and Brad Milbauer: Fish Stories from the BWCA
Gentlemen let’s get together and swap fish stories. Casey Milbauer will start us out. He
caught 39 fish at the Boundary Waters, on June 23 – 28. That’s is a lot of fish. Casey
was in Lori’s group, his older brother Parker was at mine. I learned watching Parker that
it does indeed take skill and persistence to catch fish. Hopefully Casey will share with us
some of his other tricks.
Then it will be our turn to share stories. Every fishermen or fisherwomen have a few
stories. My best story happened in 1977. That is the summer I spent three months
leading canoe trips. It was a ten day trip that took us into Canada. My swamper ( junior
counselor ) liked to go for a swim early in the morning. Well, he got up one morning
shortly after the sun rose, jumped into the water and saw a stringer of fish swim by. He
reached out and grab the bass, walleye and northern. We had fish that morning for
breakfast. They were delicious. I feel sorry for the person lost their catch, but to us it was
a gift of grace.
Gentlemen, feel free to bring your sons.
Christ
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Senior Outings
October Senior Outing
Monday, October 7
Dorf Haus Bavarian Smorgasbord in Roxbury, Wisconsin.
Cost: $12 plus tip
Transportation: I am looking into it
Our own wild and crazy 91 year old Evelyn Kahl told us about this place.
Scott and I checked it out a few weeks ago. The food is good and the
atmosphere looks authentic (German). Here is the plan:
We gather at the church at 4:00 p.m., drive to the Dorf Huas to partake of
their Bavarian Smorgasbord, listen to and dance to the polka band that
starts playing at 5:30 p.m. and when we have had our fill, return home.
My best guess is between 8 – 9 p.m.
Here is what one customer review said about the place…
My husband and I met friends at the Dorf Haus for the famous Bavarian Smorgasbord, held every
first Monday of the month. (First and third in the summer and fall) We had a wonderful evening!
I’ve traveled to Germany and experienced German hospitality first hand. I’m always searching for
“The German Experience” closer to home. The Dorf Haus takes a bit of Germany and creates a
lively nostalgic atmosphere full of wonderful food, plentiful drink, and live polka music.
The sign-up sheet is on the Information Table. Invite a friend! The more the merrier.

Senior Outing
Fireside Theater
Thursday, December 12
Cost: $70
By now we are all familiar with this Christmas classic. Ralphie wants only
one thing for Christmas: An Offical Red Ryder Carbine-Action 200 – shot
Range Model Air rifle. “A Christmas Story The Musical” is the hilarious
account of Raphie’s desperate quest to ensure that his most perfect of gifts
ends up under his tree this Christmas. It is based on the classic 1983 movie
that has become a holiday tradition that millions wait for every year.
Featuring a funny and heartfelt score by Benj Pasek and Justin Paul who
wrote music for the hit movie “La La Land”, the hit Broadway show “Dear
Evan Hansen”, the new hit “The Greatest Showman”, “A Christmas Story
The Musical” captures holiday wonder with such deliciously wicked wit that it
is sure to delight children and grown-ups alike!
The Evening begins with our Signature Salad topped with Papaya Chutney
Dressing and served with Freshly Baked Breads. Each show our Chefs prepare two special
entrée selections in addition to these Fireside favorites: Barbecued Pork Back Ribs, Chicken
Tenderloin Tempura with Brandied Apricot Sauce, Beer Batter Fried Cod, Shrimp and Scallops
Fusilli with Tomato Butter Sauce, Fresh Atlantic Salmon, Beef Tenderloin and Roast Turkey
from the Carving Station, Sweet Potato Soufflé, Whipped Idaho Potatoes and Roasted Farm
Fresh Vegetables. Gingerbread Frozen Custard Pie for Dessert. Coffee, Tea and Milk are
included with your dinner.
Please sign up by November 12!
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Congregational Outing to the Mallards Game
August 10th
Although it was a small group of us that went to the
Mallards Game on Saturday, August 10th. We had great
food and fellowship prior to the game. It was fun catching up
with everyone and we had lots of good conversations. We
had brats cooked on the grill, fruit salad and even home
made wine provided by the Gregorich’s. When we got into
the game everyone received a ball cap and a drink cup
which we were able to fill with the beverage of our choice.
The Mallards did not play very well that evening they lost to
Fond Du Lac 13-5, but I think everyone who went really enjoyed the bat dogs. It was fun to watch them retrieve the bats
after a play. A good time was had by all.
One of the bat dogs retrieving a bat at the game.

Colleen and Ed Gregorich enjoying the game.

Sam Koshollek with
one of the two baseballs
he was given by fellow
fans at the game.

Scott Geister-Jones with Tom Lehr
catching up and watching the game.

Senior Luncheon
Monday, September 23

11:30 a.m.
Cost: $10.00
Menu
Beef Stroganoff
Salad
Green Beans
Popovers/Swedish Rye Bread
Pie and Ice Cream
Program: Mary Onsager will talk about Costuming for the Stoughton
Village Players
She is currently costuming “Peter and the Star Catcher” which is a story
about the beginnings of Peter Pan. She will talk about the tricks to
costuming and how costuming can transform someone.
Page 10
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Quilt Sunday – Rally Sunday, September 8
This year Lutheran World Relief is collecting the school
kits, health kits and newborn kits early. Instead of
celebrating the work of our quilters on the first Sunday in
October, it is happening the second Sunday in
September. The quilts will fill our sanctuary with color as
we welcome the young people back to Sunday School.
As in the past, the quilters will be selling the quilts for $40
to help cover the cost of shipping them wherever they are
needed and buying yet more fabric and filler to make more
quilts. Quilt sewing is an ongoing activity here at Christ
Lutheran.
Would you like to help sew those quilts? Starting September the Quilt Room (end
of the hall – right hand side) will be open on Wednesday evenings from 6:30 – 7:30
p.m. The same time confirmation and God and Games is going on. Some of the
quilters will be there to help you learn how to tie, pin or sew a quilt. And you are
also welcome to join us for supper. Supper is served from 5:45 – 6:30 p.m. The
cost is $3.00.

We will finish collecting for Lutheran World Relief on
Wednesday September 11th. Our 7th and 8th Graders
will be packing up the kits on Wednesday following their
Confirmation orientation that evening. They will put all of
the kits together and pack them up into boxes. The Kits
will be picked up on Saturday September 14th where they
will be transported to Madison to join the kits collected by
other congregations.
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Grace Notes to Start Rehearsing Wednesday Evenings starting September 18th at
7:30 p.m. Grace Notes rehearses immediately following confirmation and sings at the
Family Express Worship Service – usually about once a month and at the 4:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Worship Service. We are an intergenerational group, composed of all ages,
including middle school and high school youth. Linus is right, “Happiness is singing in a
choir!” Come and discover the joy of making music.
Chancel Choir will have one “let’s get started” rehearsal on Wednesday, September 4th
at 6:30 to prepare for singing at 8:00 am worship on September 8th. All following
rehearsals will be 9:30 to 10:15 on Sunday mornings. Our schedule for September is singing at
8:00am worship on the 8th, 15th, and 22nd. We always welcome new members. Feel free to
come sing along at a rehearsal or two with no commitment.
First Class Ringers is a fun opportunity to be part of a handbell ensemble. We rehearse two
Wednesday evenings and play for one Sunday worship each month. Our September
rehearsals are 5:30pm September 4 & 11 and ring at 10:30 worship on September 15. Contact
Linda (lkunz@clcstoughton.org) or the church office, if you are interested or need more
information.
VIP Kids is a choir opportunity for children start with pre-school. We rehearse two
Wednesday’s a month starting September 11th and 18th at 4:45 to 5:15pm and will be singing in
Family Express worship on Sunday, September 22nd. Feel free to come and give our
rehearsals a try. We understand it sometimes takes a bit before new members might feel
ready to sing on worship.

Musical Performances in the Community:
Be sure to attend Clarinet and Friends Sunday, September 8, 2:00 p.m. Stoughton Village
Players Theater.
Retired library director, Richard MacDonald, presents a concert with music and dance featuring
17 performers, including Christina Dollhausen, dancers from the Madison Tango Society, and
the Blue Moon Klezmer Band. Free admission, but donations will benefit both the Stoughton
Village Players Theater and the Stoughton Public Library. Warning: NO CLASSICAL MUSIC
WILL BE PERFORMED!
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Thank you from Pastor Paula
I want to thank everyone who has offered a word of condolence or sent
me a card in the mail after my mother’s passing July 4. They have
been a great comfort.
Mom was definitely a big influence in my life. Why am I a pastor?
Maybe because Joyce loved her Lord and passed on that love to me.
She not only loved her Lord, but showed that love in her actions. She
went through training to be a Bethel Bible Study leader when I was in
junior high. I learned to type typing out her concept card and went
through the program myself as a junior and senior in high school. She
was one of my confirmation teachers. When I was in high school I
would pick up the books she was reading and read them myself. How many high school
students read Bonhoeffer? She was the first female congregational president at Christ Lutheran
in Glencoe, Minnesota. She was head of WELCA and Quilting and Funeral luncheons. She
served on the Stewardship and Social Concerns Committees at the same time and both for
decades. Her Methodist background gave her a special love for ELCA World Hunger and
Lutheran World Relief. She got a Fair Trade Coffee booth set up in her congregation. She was
quite a Joyce.
Undesignated memorials written out to me personally or Christ Lutheran have been given to the
sanctuary lighting fund. The Property Committee has been talking about switching to LED
Lighting for a number of years. Not only will it reduce our electrical bill, but ecologically it is the
responsible thing to do.
Those Who Make A Difference
By Diane Matson
If you drive into the church parking lot you may notice a group of usually sedate, reserved
women “happy dancing” on CLC’s front lawn. Their antics are due in part to the overwhelming
response of members of this congregation who answered the call to help the Elizabeth Circle
realize their goal of securing funds to place permanent stamped curbing around the flower bed
encircling the Christ Lutheran Church sign on the aforementioned front lawn.
Weather permitting, the curbing is set to be installed on Wednesday, September 11, beginning
at 7 a.m. It’s a fascinating process to observe, and you are invited to bring a cup of coffee and
a lawn chair if you would like to watch.
As we go to press, members of Elizabeth Circle say “thank you” to the following individuals
who helped to enhance our “curb appeal”:
Dick and Joan Asleson
John and Martha Onsrud
Rita Johnson
Pat Hults
Donn and Kenlynn Wheeler
Ron and Linda Wethal

Pastor Jack and Jan Finney
Gladys Thompson
Mark and Karen Benson
Marilyn Vandrell
Patsy Day

Thank you. YOU made a difference!
Christ Lutheran Church
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Pastor Kristin Engstrom
By Joan Kratz
Every month in our church newsletter under the Elizabeth Circle
News, you will find an article written by either missionary Pastor Kirsten
Engstrom or one of the young adults. Each Sunday on the church bulletin
cover Pastor Engstrom’s name is listed. Elizabeth Circle supports in part this
mission work with a yearly contribution.
Pastor Kristen Engstrom is the Country Coordinator for the Young
Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) program in Senegal, West Africa. Perhaps
you have wondered when you have read the articles what Pastor Engstrom’s
role is. Each year, six to seven adults from the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America join her in Senegal, where they serve for one year with our partners in the
Lutheran Church of Senegal and Senegalese Lutheran Development Services.

Senegal is a country where Christians and Muslims and Animists seek to live together
in peace.
A year of services through the Young adults in Global Mission program invites
young adults to become the hands and feet of Jesus in the World. As they offer their
services, ELCA Young Adults are shaped by the witness of our global neighbors. They
share in the journeys of companion churches and organizations.
Candidates for the Young Adults in Global Mission apply to the program at large
rather than to a specific country. The final decision about where the volunteers serve
is made by Global Mission staff and YAGM country coordinators (Pastor Engstrom).

Other countries that YAGM has programs include: Argentina/Urguay, Austrialia,
Cambodia, Central Europe, Jerusalem/West Bank, Madagascar, Mexico, Rwanda,
Southern Africa and United Kingdom.
Last years young adults have now returned to the United States.
Sometime this month new adults will join Pastor Engstrom in Senegal to begin their
work. Hopefully, we will know in the next month or so who they are. Look for articles
in the Ambassador in the future from these new young adults or Pastor Engstrom.
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August 8 – Craig D. Fuller

August 20 – Judith Bjustad

Endowment Foundation
In Memory of:
Joyce Geister
Joyce Geister
David Shanklin
Craig Fuller
Joyce Geister
Craig Fuller
Craig Fuller
Gift

From:
Nancy Holzhuter
Myron & Nancy Sime
Norval & Barbara Morgan
Ed & Colleen Gregorich
Mark & Karen Benson
Carolyn Slaney
Norval & Barbara Morgan
Joseph Weum

In Honor of:
From:
Dan & Diane Matson’s 50th Wedding Myron and Mary Sime
Anniversary
Memorials
In Memory of:
Joyce Geister
Roger Vein
Joyce Geister
Joyce Geister
Joyce Geister
Joyce Geister
Craig Fuller
Joyce Geister
Joyce Geister
Joyce Geister
Joyce Geister
Joyce Geister

From:
Roger & Judy Nitzsche
Genevieve Wilberg
Jerry & Sharie Buskager
Rick & Jan Davies
Gloria Hayne
Christopher & April Eddy
Louis & Darlene Halverson
Steve & Alice Hendrickson
Rich & Fern Hosfeld
Keith & Susan Slinde
Bethel Circle
Nancy Holzhuter

Altar Flowers Chart – If you would like to give flowers on a special day, call Gloria at 873-9353. The cost is $32.50.
The dates available : September 15
Christ Lutheran Church
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“So we are ambassadors for Christ …” 2 Corinthians 5:20

Pastor Paula Geister-Jones
Jenelle Hoffman, Lay Ministry Administrator
Phone: 608.873.9353
Fax: 608.873.3949
Email: pastorpaula@clcstoughton.org
JennyH@clcstoughton.org
office@clcstoughton.org
CLC Website: www.clcstoughton.org
Staff:
Gloria Hayne, Church Secretary
Eileen Klinzing, Financial Secretary

