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òSo we are ambassadors 
for Christéó -  

 
2  Cor in t h ians  5 :2 0 

November 2009 

 

Sunday Worship 
8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

 

Family Express Worship 
9:10-9:40 a.m. 

with Sunday School 
following 

 

Christ Lutheran Church 
700 County Highway B 

Stoughton, WI 

Christ Lutheran 

Ambassador  

Gather, Send, and Serveé 

 

A car stops outside the church building.  An adult steps out and walks inside and 
asks to see the pastor.  

ñCould you help us pastor with food for Thanksgiving dinner?ò 

ñYes,ò  I say, and we do.  You, the church, help too.  

Have you ever asked someone for food for your family?  I think it takes some 
courage.  It must not be easy.  A lot of folks will to do that this yearðask for food, 
and not just for Thanksgiving dinner.  

November is a great time of the year to remember what it means to give thanks. 
Itôs a great time of the year to bring those grocery items to your church, to place 
them inside the barrel, and offer a prayer as you walk away for the folks who will 
be nourished.  

Many hands will touch those groceries.  Hands that pick them up at Christ 
Lutheran and take them to the food bank, hands that will stack them on the 
shelves, hands that will fill the orders and share the groceries with folks in need.  
And letôs not forget those hands that prepare the food, and place it on the table.  
Or those hands that reach with their plate and dish up the food, and with their 
forks place it in their mouths.   

And letôs not forget the hands of folks at the hospital, Skaalen home, Nazareth 
House,  Heritage, and other places that cut the food, and sit gently by another, 
helping them to eat.  These hands are worthy of our thanks too.  

Letôs use our hands this November.  Use your hands to bring groceries to the food 
shelf, or write out a check for your church to send along with those groceries.  The 
Stoughton Food Bank is something we can all be thankful for this 
year.  Something we can all be satisfied with as we use our hands to gather, 

send, and serve our neighbor. 

Pastors Scott & Paula 
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Daylight Saving Time Ends 

Remember to turn your clocks back!  
Daylight Saving Time ends November  1. 

 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 

This year we worship at United Methodist 
Church.  Worship begins at 7:00 p.m.   

Gift DiscoveryðOpportunities to Serve 

Have you turned in your 
form?  Make sure that you fill 
out your form and turn it in to 
the church office.  Everyone 
should fill a form out, even if 
you are already teaching 
Sunday School or singing in 

the choir, etc.  A new database needs to be 
established.  Each memberôs input is essential!  
Additional forms are available at church, or print 
one off from the church website! 

Pledge Cards 

Have you turned in your pledge card?  Make 
sure to fill out your pledge card and turn it in to 
the office. If you need a pledge card, please 
contact Gloria in the church office (873-9353). 

 

Lutefisk Dinner 

Every member of Christ Lutheran has a job to do for the Lutefisk Dinner.  Remember...bring in two 
pounds of butter and $2.00 anytime and drop it off in the church office!   
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Presidentôs Report 
by Edie Tholo 
 

Fall is that wonderful time when our church activity steps up again.  
Sunday School is in full swing, as are confirmation and adult 
studies.  Our next congregational meeting is scheduled for 
December 6.  Please plan to attend this meeting.  It gives you, as 
a congregational member, an opportunity to learn more about how 
this church is run.  Fall also means itôs time to give consideration 
to 2010 pledges.  By now you have received a pledge card.  Even 
if you decide not to make a pledge,  please return the card so we 
can have an accurate accounting for 2010 budget planning.  The 
more information we have, the more accurate the budgeting 
process can be.  We appreciate your help and thank you in 
advance for returning pledge cards. 

Congregational 
Meeting 

 

Dec. 6 

 

Catherine Frye  

Shane and Terri Abing 
 Alexis and Hayden  

Pete Wendorf  

Majorie and Ken Nelson  

Christa Sweeney  Donn Wheeler  Sonny and Linda 
Swangstu  

Adam and Jennifer 
Wendorf  

Scott Helm and Jennifer Murphy  
Krista and Thane Anderson 
Drew, Olivia, and Tyler   

New Members Received 

Recently, we received the following as fellow 
members of Christ Lutheran.  Also welcomed 
into our community of faith were Avis Favour, 
Ryan and Jennifer Fitzsimmons, Emily, Lexi 
and Jacob, Rebecca Johnson and sons 
Gavin and Connor.  Make sure you introduce 
yourself to our new members. 
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A Different Kind of Bible Devotion 
by Pastor Scott Geister-Jones 
 

Perhaps you would enjoy Bible devotion in the comfort of your home, all by 
yourself, with a warm cup of coffee beside you?  If that sounds appealing, then I 
have a suggestion for youðtype into the browser of your computer the website 
address www.dwellingintheword.wordpress.com.  I think youôll find something 
wonderful.  

DWELLING IN THE WORD is an outreach of Mount Carmel Ministries in 
Alexandria, Minnesota.  They do this because they believe the Word of God has untold value in our 
lives, both for now and for eternity. As Christ said in Mark 13:31, ñHeaven and earth will pass away, but 
my words will never pass away.ò 

They treat the Word of God with a serious loveðnot burdened or dutiful, but with joyful hearts, since the 
Word teaches us about the One who loves us best.  They will not take the readings in big bites, but 
slowly, savoring the stories and the people and the events.  They have no rules, no deadlines, and no 
requirements, but offer you an invitation to abide in the Lord, and to dwell in his Word.  

Each week five readings are posted, usually about one chapter each.  The overall plan is to go book-by-
book through the Bible, often alternating Old and New Testament books and interspersing chapters of 
the Psalms.  In addition to the readings, they list other resources for you which complement the text. 
They may use artwork, or music, or literature, or movies, or humorðmeant only to offer you a deeper 
immersion in the ideas of the Word.   

So donôt be bashful to try something new.  Enjoy the Word, art, and music as you reflect in faith and 
dwell in Godôs Word.  

Go and Tell 
by Roger Slack 

 

Have you ever met someone and wished you had their ñfaithò to venture into the ñunknownò areas of our 
lives where we often donôt like to go?  It may be a job opportunity that involves moving.  For some, they 
are gone tomorrow, but for others it is really hard to uproot from years of memories and friendships. 
They are afraid their happiness will never be quite the same because they will be alone in a new place. 
Or what about illness that wreaks havoc on this body that Iôve grown kind of fond of?  I donôt like to hurt.  
I donôt like not being able to do something I was always pretty good at when I was younger.  It serves to 
remind me, and all of us, that our days in this body are numbered. 

Just what is ñfaithò?  Another word for it is trust.  The disciples found out that when Jesus said they could 
heal the sick, or feed 5,000 people with just a small lunch, or walk on water during a storm, they could 
do it.  If Jesus had been a stranger to them, they would never even have tried.  They did things that 
anyone else would have said were impossible, because they slowly but surely began to understand who 
Jesus was.  Do you wish you had a stronger faith?  I do.  The key is the same one the disciples came to 
understand: getting to know who Jesus is personally, one on one in his Word.  It takes just a few 
minutes to read or listen to an entire chapter of a Gospel or one of the letters Paul, Peter, or John wrote.  
Paul wrote to Timothy in 2 Timothy 1:12, ñFor I know whom I have believed and am convinced that he is 
able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day.ò   
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NEWS YOUTH CAN USE 

CLC Youth December 5 
 

The Christ Lutheran Church 
Lutefisk Dinner is Saturday, 
December 5.  This is a large 
undertaking and will serve 
hundreds of people.  Many youth 
will be needed to help serve this 
wonderful meal.  Sign up to work 
a shift and the Youth Ministry 
Team will treat you to a movie at 
the IMAX in Fitchburg.  We will 
see A Christmas Carol on 

December 6.  After the movie, we will come back to 
the church for pizza and games. 

God and Games 

God and Games has begun for youth in grades 5-
8.  As in past years, youth and families are invited 
to an informal meal starting at 6:00 p.m. 
Confirmation for youth in grades 7-8 begins at 6:30 
p.m. At that time, various games and activities 
begin for youth in grades 5-6.  This fun ends at 
7:30 p.m. At that time, the confirmation classes 
(youth in grades 7-8) have open gym until 8:00 
p.m., which includes various challenges for prizes!  
Adult chaperones are always neededðif you are 
free on a Wednesday night, please stop by to help 
with the activities! 

Mini Lock-In, November 14  

A youth lock-in for grades 5-8 is scheduled for 
Saturday, November 14. The event will start at 
4:30 p.m. for youth in grades 5-6, and at 6:00 
p.m. for youth in grades 7-8.  Parents will be 
asked to pick up youth in grades 5-6 at 9:00 p.m., 
and chaperones will bring youth in grades 7-8 
home around midnight.  Adult chaperone help is 
needed!  

24 Just For U, 

November 29   

The next event for youth in 
grades 2-4 will be Sunday, 
November 29, from 2-4:00 
p.m.  Please save the date 
and time. These 24 Just 4 
U events are for youth in 
grades 2-4 and their 
families.  24 Just 4 U!   

YouthQuake 2010  

The dates for YouthQuake 
2010 in the Wisconsin Dells 
(Wilderness Resort) are 
January 8-10, 2010. This 
event is for youth in grades 6
-9.  The early registration 

deadline has passed, but there is still time to 
register (at a slightly higher cost).  If interested, 
please act quickly as registrations after mid-
November cost even more!   Contact Pastor Paula 
or Dave Erdman if you have not registered and 
you are interested in going! 
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Senior Luncheons Coming Up! 

A Norwegian Christmas Tradition 

Monday, December 14, at 11:30 a.m. 

Norwegians place their Christmas tree in the 
center of their living room and they sit around the 
Christmas tree and sing carols.  On Monday, 
December 14, we will enjoy meatballs and 
mashed  potatoes.  Following lunch, we will gather 
around the Christmas tree in the middle of the 
narthexðCLCôs living roomðand John Beutel will 
share the stories behind the Christmas carols and 
we will sing a few Christmas carols (just like the 
Norwegians).  Please call the church office (873-
9353)  and let us know you are coming. 

Hobos for Lunch 

Monday, November 9, at 11:30 a.m. 

Sid Boersma will join us and share stories of his 
fatherôs hobo days, Sid and Pastor Paula will sing 
a classic hobo song written by Woody Guthrie, 
ñGo to Sleep, You Weary Hobo,ò and lunch will 
be a hobo meal: a choice between trout or 
hamburger, a can of beans, and camp potatoes.  
Please call the church office (873-9353) and let 
us know which you prefer, trout or hamburger.    

 

 

The 20
th

 Annual Ole and Lena Bake Sale and More... 

As promised in the October issue of the Ambassador, here are your 
further instructions for helping the WWAM ladies (Women With a 
Mission) at the Ole and Lena Bake Sale.  Bake your 
favorite Norwegian (or family favorite) bars, cookies, cakes, pies, 
candy, jams or whatever you would like.  We do all the packaging 
and pricing.  Mark your donations for the Ole and Lena Bake Sale 
and bring them to the church between noon and 6:00 p.m. on 
December 4.  If youôre not able to bake, come and eat at the Lutefisk 
Dinner, shop the bake sale, and stock up for Christmas; most items 
will freeze.  Buy raffle tickets for our four wonderful items: the 
watercolor print of the Union Terrace, the queen-size quilt, 
ñNorwegian Blue Skies,ò the American Girl doll, Kirsten, and 
accessories, and the vintage quilt coverlet.    Also, this year we will 
be selling red and royal blue bib aprons.  We have ordered fifty and 
hope we have to order more!  The aprons have been designed by 
Ruth Hillbo.  We are also going to be selling the ñChrist Lutheranò 

cookbook.  If youôre new to the church and want to help at the sale, we would love to have you.  See Mary 
Onsager at the information table or Ruth Hillbo at the raffle table between services on Sundays, or call 
Mary at 873-3999.  
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Lutheran World Relief 
 

This year our quilters made 155 quilts; 2 were given to Women With a Mission, 5 were sold, and 148 
were sent to Lutheran World Relief.  We also sent off with the quilts 60 layettes, 30 health kits, 17 school 
kits, 13 sewing kits and a box of soap.  Thank you, Christ Lutheran Church, for your donations! 

Bible Stories You Should KnowðRoadblocks 
by Pastor Paula Geister-Jones 
 

Marlene Koch and I are teaching 7
th
 and 8

th
 grade Sunday School.  

We are using a book entitled Scary, Gross and Weird Stories from the 
Bible.   

Last Sunday we had a great storyðthe story of Balaam and his 
donkey.  Let me give you some background.  The Israelites have been 
freed from slavery in Egypt.  They have been in the wilderness for 
forty years and are finally moving towards the Promised Land.  Their 
travel plans take them through countries that donôt care to have 
hundreds of thousands of people walking through them.  One such 
country is Moab, and the King of Moab summons Balaam, a prophet, 

to come and curse the Israelites so that when he makes war against them he will be victorious.  God 
tells Balaam not to go, but Balak is persistent.  Finally Balaam goes, but on his way, three times his 
donkey stops and refuses to go any further.  Three times Balaam gets off his faithful donkey and prods 
him to go forward.  Three times, when the donkey resists his prodding, he beats him.  Three times an 
angel, with a sword in his hand, has stood in the way.  Finally the angel gives the donkey the ability to 
speak, and the donkey says, ñWhatôs wrong with you?  Three beatings?  Is this really necessary?ò   

Without the smallest shock, Balaam arrogantly responds, ñYouôve made me look like a fool!  If I had a 
sword, I would kill you.ò   

ñBut itôs me, your favorite donkey!  Think about it, Balaam.  Have I ever done anything like this before?ò   

ñNo,ò Balaam admits, as he scuffs his sandal in the dust. 

hen God opens Balaamôs eyes, and he sees the angel.  Immediately Balaam bows down his head and 
falls face down on the ground.   

ñWhy did you beat your donkey three times in a row?ò  the angel asks.  When Balaam doesnôt respond, 
the angel says, ñLook, Iôve blocked your way because youôre stubbornly resisting Godôs will.  Come on, 
Balaam!  Even your donkey knows how to show proper respect.ò  

Balaam ends up going to see King Balak, but does not curse the Israelites.  Instead he informs the king 
that if he tries to destroy them, his armies will be destroyed. 

The story talks about roadblocks.  We see them as Balaam saw themðas a hindrance to our plans.  
They are frustrating and infuriating.  But, the story tells us, they might be God trying to talk to you, trying 
to point you in the right direction.   
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Twenty-Four Young People Receive Bibles 

Twenty-four third graders received their Bibles on Sunday, October 11.  Their names are:  Drew 
Anderson, Ashley Arians, Benjamin Bartelt, Taylor Dyreson, Gracie Elborough, Jack Gardner, Luke 
Geister-Jones, Katelyn Iverson, Caitlyn Kurt, Kadin Milbauer, Brianna Pautz, Ava Pellett, Kyle Peterson, 
Graham Scheel, Alexis Shanklin, Amber Shanklin, Michael Slinde, Nolan Stapelfeldt, Jenna Stokes, 
Russell Vike, Taylor Vingum, Chase Volenberg, Madeline Weldon, and Alexandra Wuenneman. 

The Bible from beginning to end is the story of Godôs love for us and Godôs repeated attempts to get 
close to us.  Our hope is that they will open up their Bibles, and as they read their Bibles they will hear 
God speaking to them.  Thank you to Elizabeth Circle for donating the Bibles! 

24 Just 4 UðFishing 
by Pastor Paula Geister-Jones 

 

The 2
nd

 through 4
th
 grade fishing outing was a lot of fun.  There were about fourteen youth, seven dads, 

one grandma, and one pastor.  We went out to Century Trout Farm just south of Oregon.  There were a 
lot of trout in the pond, and they were biting.  There were also two beautiful swans.  After the youth 
caught their fish, they had a great time hanging over the dock and playing in the water.  We had lunchð
walking tacos and a few fishðand a short devotion. 

For our devotion, we talked about fishing for people and what kind of bait Jesus and the disciples might 
have used.  What kind of bait do we use today?  Little did the youth know that events like this are the 
bait we use.  The Youth Ministry Team wants church to be a place where youth feel they are welcomed, 
they belong, where they can have new experiences and have fun. 

After watching the fish being cleaned, we headed back home.  The trout we caught are in the freezer at 
church and will be part of the menu for the senior luncheon on Monday, November 9. 


