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Christa Sweeny was baptized on the second Sunday of Easter. Touched by way 
of Jesus, Christa desired to live in the abundant grace of Godôs unconditional 
love for her. It was an amazing day for your pastors. 

Every baptism is an event of joy for Pastor Scott and Pastor Paula, but not every 
baptism is for an adult.  However, every baptism is an event of joy because it is a 
miracle of Godôs action in a personal and public way.  Even though it looks so 
ordinaryðsome spoken words, a book of worship, a candle, a basin of waterð
God is there in word and promise. 

Isnôt that just like God to hide the most miraculous event in a simple ceremony? 
For me, baptism is an event greater than Jesus walking on the water. For in this 
splash of promise and adoption, God claims and names each one of us, takes us 
into the communion of saints, and gives us a future not even death or the devil 
can destroy.   

Amazing, isnôt it?  In baptism God says, ñI will be your God and you will be my 
child.ò God makes a decision for us, once and for all, and with water and his 
word, promises to continue to give us his sonôs lifeðtoday and forever. 

Sunday Worship 
8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

 

Family Express Worship 
9:10-9:40 a.m. 

with Sunday School 
following 

 

Christ Lutheran Church 
700 County Highway B 

Stoughton, WI 
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Summer Worship Schedule  
 

We begin our summer schedule Memorial Day 
weekend with Saturday evening worship (May 29) at 
5:30 p.m., and Sunday morning worship (May 30) at 
9:00 a.m. 

Graduating Seniors to be Honored  

Our graduating seniors will be honored at the 
9:00 a.m. worship service on May 30.  They will 
receive their polar fleece blankets and be 
reminded that as they go off into the world to 
places unknown the Lord promises to walk with 
them.  Scholarships will also be handed out and 
following worship we will all enjoy cake, coffee, 
and juice. 

WorshipðMay 16, 10:30 a.m. 

Youôre at the right place if you see Norwegian Fjord 
horses grazing on the lawn.  Christ Lutheran is the 
place for Norwegians or Norwegian enthusiasts to be 
on Sunday morning of Syttende Mai weekend.  Get 
here early and enjoy the folk dancing of Dasselôs 
Leikarring, a folk dancing group specializing in 
authentic country folk dances of Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark, and Finland.  They will dance in the narthex 
before worship and in the sanctuary during worship. 
During worship, enjoy a traditional Norwegian liturgy 
and hymnsðportions of which will be spoken and sung 
in Norwegian.  The Edvard Grieg Chorus will provide 
special music, and if you look around, donôt be 
surprised to see a troll or two in the congregation.  
Worship ends with the singing of ñJa, Vi Elsker Dette 

Landet.ò  Following worship, the Ole Ellickson Orchestra will entertain us in the narthex, and coffee, 
beverages, and Norwegian treats will be served in the café and Fellowship Hall.  For those visiting for 
the weekend, it is a great place to relax before the parade.     

 

Food and People Needed for Syttende Mai Celebration 

In May there will be sign-up sheets in the narthex for donations of Norwegian goodies and volunteers to 
help serve them on Sunday, May 16 (Syttende Mai weekend).  It was work, but last year the 
congregation had a wonderful time hosting about 500 people for worship and 300 for food afterwards. 
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Go and Tell 
by Roger Slack 

 

Do you ever wonder how things or ways of doing things in the church came into 
being?  I am no church historian by any stretch of the imagination, but I have 
observed some things over the years and have thought, ñAha, that is where that 
comes from.ò  If you look at the order of the church service, you will find almost 
all of it comes directly from different portions of the Bible.  It is incorporated into 
our worship service.  It gives one a sense of stability in what we do.  

Have you ever wondered why we take up an offering each Sunday?  In the 
Jewish faith, there were only certain times that offerings were made.  When 
Jesus was in the Temple in Jerusalem, it says that He sat down next to the 
offering and saw what each one put in.  There He made special note to His 
disciples of the poor widow that put in the two small coins.  He knew it was all 

she had, and yet she gave it.  She was Jewish and had grown up with the Temple in her life.  We donôt 
know much about her and why she did that, but from Jesusô response, He knew her heart said, ñGod, You 
can have it all.ò  The apostle Paul also writes of the early churches in Macedonia doing the same thing, in 
2

nd
 Corinthians 8:5: ñand this, not as we expected, but they first gave themselves to the Lord and to 

us by the will of God.ò  After the Gospel message had spread out from Jerusalem to the Gentiles in Asia, 
Macedonia, Greece and Rome, there came a period of hard times for the Christians that still remained in 
Jerusalem.  I have understood it to be a period of famine and a matter of just surviving.  Acts 11:27-30 
describes how the early churches decided to create the ñJerusalem Famine Fundò and send it by Paul and 
Barnabas to the churches in Judea as a gift of love.  Paul writes about this ministry in his letter to the 
Romans and both letters to the Corinthians.  1

st
 Corinthians 16:1-2 lays out his plan for completing the task.  

ñOn the first day of the week let each of you put aside and save, as he may prosper, that no 
collections be made when I come.ò  It is the same principle as todayôs property tax escrow and 401k 
retirement plans. It was far easier to give many smaller gifts to make a large gift than to come up with one 
big gift when Paul and Barnabas arrived to take it on to Jerusalem.  Both 2

nd 
Corinthians 8 and 9 deal with 

this gift they are about to give.  The principles and blessings laid out by Paul are well worth reading for 
yourself, and I hope you will.  It puts things in perspective.  

A verse I like is Luke 6:38; it says, ñGive and it shall be given unto youéò It doesnôt say ñmaybe will be 
givenò or ñif I think about it, I will give it to you.ò  It says ñshall,ò period, end of discussion.  A man once said 
to me that ñGod is no manôs debtor. You will never outgive God.ò 

Giving Sooner 

As of March 31, 2010, we are about 5% behind 
in contributions to the general fund.  As we 
approach the late-spring/early-summer time 
period, we begin the time when church 
contributions tend to fall off due to all our other 
activities and interests.  The summer historically 
is our most difficult time to manage the finances 
of the church.  One of the ways members can 
help is to consider making advance giving 
towards your pledge, if you are able.  We are 
not asking for you to contribute more, just give a 
little earlier in the year.  We did this about four 
or five years ago, and we had a great response 
and it helped a great deal.  Thanks for your 
consideration. 

Ted Tobie, CLC Treasurer 
Al Christensen, Stewardship Chair 

Confused by Envelope Numbers? 

You probably notice that the numbers on your 
envelopes keep changing?  The reasons for this are 
too many to single out; in a perfect system your 
number would perhaps change only once at the 
beginning of each new year. 

We are being given access to the envelope 
companyôs data base so that we can keep our own 
mailing list up to date on their system.  This will 
eliminate one more element of confusion when it 
comes time to run the next batch of envelopes in 
August. 

In the mean time, we appreciate your patience.  Let 
me assure you that each and every one of you is 
more than a mere number to us.  We will enter all of 
your financial gifts to the church using your God 
given name. 

Al Christensen, Stewardship Chair 
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Easter Egg Hunt Great Success 

Thanks to David Erdman for another wonderful 
Easter morning memory at Christ Lutheran 
Church.  The eternally young David, placed 
hundreds of plastic Easter eggs with candy inside 
on the east lawn of the church.  The sunny skies 
assisted the kids and parents in having a great 
time. 

Fourth Graders Bake 
Holy Communion Bread 

 

Once again, fourth graders and parents 
participated in Milestone Ministry First Communion 
Instruction with Pastors Scott and Paula. The kids 
and parents met for four Sunday mornings and 
learned why the Lordôs Supper is a meal 
celebrating Godôs love. 

During Holy Week, the kids gathered in the kitchen 
to make bread and set the tables for the Easter 
Sunrise Breakfast.  After the work was done, they 
enjoyed some root beer floats. The youngsters 
celebrated their first Holy Communion on Maundy 
Thursday of Holy Week. 

Palm Sunday Bibles for Three-Year-Olds 

Every year Christ Lutheran children receive a picture Bible on Palm Sunday.  Many of their parents join 
the pastors the week before in the sanctuary, as the pastors share the power of story in shaping a 
childôs perspective of the world.  Thanks to Milestone Ministry and the women of Elizabeth Circle, each 
child is given their very own colorful Bible with a story on every page. 

These Bibles are age-appropriate, and each year happy parents thank their pastors for this gift.  Your 
pastors thank you, the members of Christ Lutheran congregation, the women of Elizabeth Circle, and 
the parents of these children. Because of your generous love for Godôs Word, boys and girls in our faith 
community see and hear stories of Godôs love. 

Milestone Ministries 
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NEWS YOUTH CAN USE 

Easter Breakfast a Big Success   

Thank you to all the parents and youth who 
helped out with the Easter breakfast.  The food 
was delicious, the gym looked great, and you did 
a wonderful job of preparing and serving the food 
to 200 plus guests. 

Garbage Pick-UpðMay 2 

Youth in grades 5-12 and adults are asked to join 
us at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 2 to pick-up 
garbage along our adopted highway.  We need 
five adults/drivers and about twelve youth to make 

this effort work.  Please 
join us in picking up 
garbage along the main 
road into Stoughton, and 
more importantly, the 
earth that our God has 
given us! 

Food Stand 
Prep Nightð

May 12 

Youth and adults 
are asked to join the 
Youth  M in is t r y 
T e a m  o n 

Wednesday, May 12, at 6:00 p.m. for food and 
other prep.  The more people that help makes this 
an easy night of work.     

Youth Syttende Mai Food Stand 

Sign up sheets are in the narthex for youth and 
adults to work a 2-hour shift at the Youth 
Syttende Mai Food Stand.  This is the primary 
fundraiser for Youth Ministry at Christ Lutheran 
and many hands are needed to make this food 
stand successful.  The sign up sheets include 
other specific tasks that are needed throughout 
the weekend.  Thanks to those who have already 
signed up.  Please contact Pastor Paula, Rich 
Hosfeld, or David Erdman with any questions.  All 
members are invited to visit the food stand during 
the Syttende Mai weekend (Saturday-Sunday).  

We are located by 
t h e  S c h o o l 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
Building (corner of 
North and 4th Street) 
by the craft fair.    

 

Summer Bible 

Camp 2010 

Forty youth have 
already signed up 
for summer Bible 
camp at Sugar 
C r e e k  B i b l e 
Camp.  Many of 
these campers are 
attending the week of August 1-6, and openings 
still exist for many grades/programs during this 
week.  Christ Lutheran is again providing 
camperships for attendees.  Please contact 
Pastor Paula or David Erdman with any 
questions.  Please return completed registration 
form and $50 to church office as soon as 
possible.   

An Update on Boundary Waters  
Canoe Trip 

The following folks have signed up for the canoe 
trip to date:  Tyler Wilson, Ivyanne Elborough, 
Todd  Tupper, Rachel Tupper, Greta Slack, Deb 
Peterson, Emily Peterson, Sophie Geister-Jones, 
Rena Sletten, John Landers, Paula Landers, 
Isaac Landers, Austin Scheel, Kaylie Klingaman, 
Dan Anders, Mike Stacey, Lucas Stacey, 
Geoffrey and Virginia McAlister and Pastor 
Paula. Thatôs twenty people.  We have three 
permits and can take as many as twenty-seven.  
If you are interested in going, please contact 
Pastor Paula ASAP.  We will meet in May to go 
over the list of what to bring, and on Thursday, 
June 10, at 9:00 a.m. to pack our food.  
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Second Graders Make Lenten Crosses 

Jennifer Model teaches second grade Sunday School at Christ 
Lutheran Church, and every year on Palm Sunday, children in 
her class, like Gloria Eddy (pictured), make wooden Lenten 
crosses. 

These boys and girls, along with their parents, make this cross 
with symbols that teach the events of Good Friday.  On their 
crosses you will find the following: a crown of thorns, a rope 
used to tie Jesusô hands when arrested, money Judas was paid,  
a purple robe and the dice used to gamble for his robe, a 
sponge to offer him wine mixed with gall, a nail painted with red, 
and the cross itself. 

These crafts are part of the Milestone Ministry program instituted 
by the Education Board at Christ Lutheran.  Events like the Palm 
Sunday crosses invite parents and children to work together as 
they grow in faith-building experiences. 

Milestone Ministry is funded by a $20,000 grant to the 
Endowment Foundation by the family of Everett Halverson, a 
longtime Sunday School teacher and beloved member of Christ 
Lutheran Church.  Who can imagine what the Sunday School 
children from Jennifer Modelôs class may give to the church 
someday to honor her? 

VBS 2010ðEGYPT 
Three-Year-Olds ï 4

th
 Grade  

 

Josephôs Journey from Prison to Palace 
SundayïThursday 

July 25ï29 
Cost:  $15 per child/$30 per family 

 

Registration forms are at the Information Desk in 
the narthex.  Older youth are encouraged to 
volunteer to help.  We count on you for staff! 
 

Sign up now!  Pay later! 
 

Thank you, 
Pastor Paula 

Last Day of Sunday School  
Is May 2 

 

Thanks to all the wonderful people who helped 
make our Sunday School program and Family 
Express service successful this year.  Sunday 
School staff included: (Pre-K) Holly Nelson, 
Kiersten Hosfeld, Nina Milbauer, Kristine Annen; 
(K) Kaylie Kingaman, Elizabeth Miller; (1st) Matt 
Geister-Jones, Kirsten Sletten; (2nd) Jennifer 
Model; (3rd) Stephanie Stokes and Lisa Quale; 
(4th) Eileen and Alix Klinzing; (5th) Rachel 
Tupper, Sara Tupper, IvyAnne Elborough, and 
Margo Elborough; (6th) Dave Erdman and Danita 
Ewald; (7th/8th) Pastor Paula and Marlene Koch.  
In addition, we also had many wonderful 
volunteers to help usher at Family Express and 
serve as nursery attendants.  Thanks to all for 
their efforts!   
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Martin Luther Christian Schools 

ñSoaring in Faith and Excellenceò 
by JoAnn Gilbert 

 

Martin Luther Christian Schools are continuing to register students for the 2010-2011 school year.  
Families wishing to enroll in one of our many educational programs may contact the MLCS office to 
receive tuition information and an enrollment form. 

Elementary School:  Kindergartenï5
th
 Grade                                                                                  

Junior Kindergarten                                                                                                                        
4K: Four-Year-Old Kindergarten                                                                                               

Three-Year-Old Preschool 
 

MLCS scholarships are available through the Covenant Lutheran, Christ Lutheran, and First Lutheran 
Church for members only, and through the schoolôs scholarship fund.   

On Thursday, May 6, MLCS will be participating in our first ñRace for Education.ò  We invite family and 
friends to join us in helping to raise funds for playground equipment, Smart Boards, classroom 
resources, and other essential educational needs.  Each participant will raise funds by asking sponsors 
to contribute a tax-deductible donation. 

Students will walk or jog around a designated area as many times as they are able in one hourôs time.  
Students and classes will also have an opportunity to receive a number of prizes based on their 
participation in the ñRace for Education.ò 

We invite you to join us in this worthwhile fundraising event.  If you have questions or would like to 
donate to our fundraiser, please contact the school office. 

MLCS is now taking nominations for the Martin Luther School Board of Directors.  The election is in 
May.  If you are interested in Christian education and would like to learn more about how you may serve, 
please contact the school office at 873-8073/mlcsoffice@sbcglobal.net or Sandy Gerber at 333-7459/  
gerbersdk@mykampkegonsa.com. 

 

Senior Excursion to Milwaukee 

MuseumðDead Sea Scrolls 

On Thursday, April 15, twenty-eight seniors 
traveled to Milwaukee to see an exhibit on the 
oldest known manuscripts of the Holy Scripture.  
The book of Isaiah is identified in this photograph.  
The exhibit explained the find of these manuscripts 
in clay jars on the shelf of the cave near the Dead 
Sea.  Who placed them there?  Why were they 
placed there?  What does it mean?  These 
questions and more were discussed at the exhibit 
and during a video presentation in the planetarium. 

 

If you want to know more about this event and future events visit with one of the guests who went to the 
exhibit: Bert and Eileen Stacey, Gen Wilberg, Scott and Paula Geister-Jones, Doug Jones, Bonnie 
Ossmann, Sue Fitzgibbon, Al and Eloise Christensen, Del and Sue Weum, Alvin and Leanne Menninga, 
Jan Sorenson, Susan Slinde, Vicky Goplen, Sue Christensen, Tom and Jeanne Holm, Roger and Joyce 
Veir, John and Carolyn Hanson, Marlene Broast, and Lyndell Furhmeister. 
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   Elizabeth Circle 
          News 

The group stands with heads down, legs slightly apart, and with arms at their sides.  The silence is 
then broken from the back of the room with authority.  With a smile on her face, fists clenched, and her 
head to the sky, words like thunder come from her mouth in a melodic fashion.  As she continues 
singing, the group begins to sway and move and they join along in response to the lead vocalistôs 
beautiful lyrics.  As she joins the group, the powerful and dominating sound of the djembe drum hits 
your ears, and your eyes and head perk up instantaneously.  The group moves and sings and stomps 
the ground with amazing and rhythmic ease.  It is as if no other exists in this space, as the expressions 
on the groupôs faces produce smiles from ear to ear.  Bodies are moving and dancing with ease and 
without thought, effortlessly creating song, dance, rhythm and movements that are so powerful they 
seep down to the soul.  To observe raw and uninhibited expression of music, dance, and movement to 
the grounding sound of the djembe is an experience that is so hard to articulate.  For being in the 
presence of that kind of expression of oneôs self which causes the artist to be taken by the moment is 
a very humbling and thought-provoking experience.  It leaves you asking yourself what expression you 
exhibit in the midst of others and what it is that defines you.  Are we really bringing forth our ñauthentic 
self,ò or are we constrained by social pressures and norms?  Are we defined by our expression of what 
is on the inside, or do we define or express ourselves based on material things such as the job we 
hold, car we drive, house we live in, or fashion we are wearing?  If one was to strip all those things 
away, would our authentic expression of self ooze out of us like the performers I observed, who day in 
and day out live in a very challenging township existence? 

On many occasions as I am taking my run in the early morning hours, I share the side of the road with 
the many domestic workers walking to their destinations.  With colorful and bright patterns and humble 
dress, I often hear these women speaking and singing in isiZulu with others heading their way.  What I 
find most unique is that volume is of no consequence.  They talk, share, sing and laugh in a very loud 
and expressive way.  The beauty of it is how it seems they express themselves with their whole body, 
using big gestures and body movements and reactions that are bigger than life.  In the midst of it all, a 
religious chorus might come up, and individually or collectively one can almost ñhearò the smile 
emanating from their face as the chorus is sung.  As I pass by, giving my greetings of ñsanbonaniò and 
ñninjaniò (hello, everyone, how are you), I once again am touched by how freely expression of oneself 
is not held back.  Would I be so free to express and share joy in a public space, regardless of outside 
judgment?  Would I feel so joyous in their situation, being without a vehicle, walking to work, living in 
the township and yet working as a domestic in a home very different than my own?  And yet, day in 
and day out, I pass and greet women sharing and singing without inhibition.  Once again I ask, how do 
we express or define ourselves, and how authentic are we truly being? 

Music and dance are mediums of expression that can touch and move us all.  However, what I find 
most rewarding is to see artistsô expressions as they perform live and are taken by the moment.  At the 
base of the Drakensburg Mountains in rural Kwa-Zulu Natal (about 1.5 hrs from where we live), an 
eager and ambitious musician began his craft.  He watched and participated in the many traditional 
Zulu dances and celebrations as he was growing up, yet in his mind there was more.  Although they 
were not readily available, he was able to get his hands on an acoustic guitar and began to teach 
himself the instrument.  As he searched for his own style, he began to mesh the traditional Zulu songs 
and dances he grew up with, accompanied by his guitar.  Today, with traditional Zulu dress, song and 
dance, he and his brother boldly step to the stage, ready to express themselves through their craft in 
front of an audience made up of a cross-section of cultures and backgrounds.  How would their 
expression of gifts be received?  As song by song progressed, the musicians were visibly in their own 
world, eyes closed at times, dancing boldly and allowing the rhythms to envelop the audience.  Their 
bold expression won over even the seemingly ñhardest nuts to crackò in their presence.  How liberating 
to see such a beautiful and confident expression of oneself in the midst of a challenging situation. 
They were determined not to let these talents be bottled up. 

(Continued on page 11) 

More news from our missionaries... 
Expressions of Authenticity 

by Kristen Konkol 



Baptisms: 
March 21ðMikayla Marie Thomas, daughter of Michael and Andrea Thomas 
                  Isaiah Matthew Kojo, son of Matthew Kojo and Elizabeth Shields 
April 11ðChrista June Sweeney 

 
Deaths: 
March 13ðDavid A. Drury 
April 3ðConnie E. (Lawrence) Moore 

 
Memorials: 
In Memory of:        From:     
Janice Smedal  Friends 
Ed Gretebeck  Scott and Paula Geister-Jones 
Ed Gretebeck  Mark and Karen Benson 
David Drury  Ann Nelson 
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When I observe how others so freely express themselves in this culture, I wonder how free we all feel to 
exhibit our own expression of self.  What is it defined or shackled by?  Is it based on material things, or 
do we allow our character and day-to-day interactions and actions to dictate this?  Many I observe seem 
to be authentic in a way many North Americans feel uncomfortable doing.  While we always talk about 
development in places like South Africa, I wonder if they are in actuality more free than us, because they 
are allowed to express themselves and be authentic while many North Americans feel more constrained. 
We are so privileged to live, observe and see so many joys and challenges in another culture, for it 
allows us to take a step back and ask some of these same questions.  If you factor out the material 
thingséhow do we all express and define ourselves, what amount of authentic self is present, and how 
are we seen in the eyes of others? 

The Altar Flower Chart for 2010 

Available dates for the giving of altar flowers are September 5; November 7 and 28; and December 19.  
If you would like to give flowers on a special day, call Gloria at 873-9353. The cost for the flowers is 
$32.50. 

 


