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Ambassador 

Wise Men Worship Christ 
by Pastor Scott Geister-Jones 

 

January brings the Wise Men—the Magi—to the infant Jesus.  We receive the 
witness of this visit in the Bible during one of the coldest months of winter.  
Usually our ground is white with snow.  If we are lucky, the sun is shining, with 
blue sky bursting overhead.  This story of the visit to see the star child Jesus is 
wonderful, and reminds us that even pagans—non-believers—are attracted to 
come and see Jesus.  If the truth of the story unfolds in the lives of others, they 
will leave his presence in a different way, and changed by God’s grace in the 
flesh, Christ. 

Soon, I leave for three months to be a stranger in a strange land, Slovakia.  I 
don’t understand their language, or their customs, or even know how to order my 
meals.  Nevertheless, I will not be a total stranger in a strange land, because I 
will be with other Christians who have knelt in the presence of Jesus the Christ, 
and beheld his glory and light. 

I will live in a faculty dormitory and teach conversational English to men and 
children in a Lutheran school, in a town that has celebrated Lutheran worship for 
more than 450 years.  Yes, Slovakia knew of Martin Luther’s reforming message 
while Martin was still alive.  His voice became their voice of faith and 
understanding that God, in Christ, meets strangers, believers, and non-believers 
with glory and grace.  This child, born to be our Savior, continues to find a place 
in the hearts of all who ponder his words and embrace his welcome.  Let’s pray 
for those in our midst who need to travel to meet the Christ child in the sanctuary 
of our congregation. May God bless them richly.                        

 

Sunday Worship 
8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

 

Family Express Worship 
9:10-9:40 a.m. 

with Sunday School 
following 

 

Christ Lutheran Church 
700 County Highway B 

Stoughton, WI 
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Senior Luncheon 
January 16—11:30 a.m. 

 

The senior luncheon will feature Jean Hansen’s 
program on the elements of the Passover and the 
presence of Jesus in these unfolding elements of 
the meal.   The cost of the meal will be $7.00 and 
will include foods you would find in a Passover 
meal.  Chicken, as well as lamb, will be served.  

Stoughton Holiday Fund Totalsé 

84 pairs of pajamas 
10 fleece blankets 
22 hat/glove combinations 
31 hats 
39 pairs of gloves/mittens 
14 sets of coloring books/crayons 
7 pairs of socks 
2 boxes of games/puzzles/toys 
1 box of adult gifts 
 

Financial Gifts... 

$500 from Christ Lutheran 
$200 from Elizabeth Circle 

A Note about 
Envelope 

Numbers 

Your envelope number 
will not  remain the 
same in 2012 as it was 
in 2011.  Your new 

assigned number will remain the same for all of 
2012.  The Stewardship Committee reassigns 
envelope numbers to keep the numbers as close 
as possible to being in alphabetical order. 

Sunday Bible 
Study Coming in 

January 

Gary Matthiesen, a  
CLC member and 
educator in Madison, 
will begin leading a 
Sunday morning Bible study on Psalms starting 
January 29.  It will meet twice on Sunday mornings: 
from 9:10 a.m.–9:40 a.m. for the first service crowd 
and from 9:45 a.m.–10:15 a.m. for the Family 
Express crowd.  The Bible study will meet in the 
conference room.  Feel free to bring your cup of 
coffee with you. 

The Circle To Be 

Named Later 

A new women's Circle will 
be starting at Christ 
Lutheran Church in 
January.  Our gatherings 
w i l l  b e  i n f o r m a l 

conversations focused on learning more about 
what it means to be a Lutheran and getting to 
know each other better.  We are exploring 
several possible study formats that could include 
Bible readings and/or contemporary fiction and 
nonfiction overlaid with Lutheran teachings.  The 
group will meet on the second Wednesday of the 
month from 7:15 p.m.-8:45 p.m. at the church.  
Refreshments (including wine) will be served.  
Our first meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 
January 11, when we will be coming up with a 
name for our group and future meeting locations, 
among other things.  Contact Vicki Ballweg (882-
0607), Jen Matthiesen (205-9678) or Tiffany 
Vienneau (445-0672) if you have questions. We 
look forward to seeing you! 
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Presidentôs Report 
by Edie Tholo 

 

Thank you to those congregation members who 
attended the December 4 congregational 
meeting.  A quorum was established so that 
business could be acted upon.  At the meeting, 
treasurer Ted Sehmer gave a financial report and 
discussed the importance of returning pledge cards 
so that an accurate 2012 budget can be 
forecast.  The meeting also called for a 
congregation vote on whether or not to post a sign 
prohibiting concealed weapons in the church.  The 
congregation had an opportunity to review a 
synopsis of the law relating to concealed 
weapons.  After good discussion, the 
congregational members, by a large majority, voted 
not to post a sign prohibiting concealed 
weapons.  The revised bylaws discussion and any 
actions related to bylaws revision were tabled to a 
future congregational meeting. 

Go and Tell 
by Roger Slack 

 

As I look back, 2011 has been a busy year for us at Christ Lutheran.  I hope you enjoyed it as much as I 
did.  There are a lot of wonderful things going on that we can all be a part of, regardless of age.  Women 
With a Mission, Men in Mission, the women’s Circles, the quilters, Sunday School, Sugar Creek Bible 
camp (40 kids), Syttende Mai festivities (Dick and Barb Entwistle as King and Queen, the parade float, 
the two impressive huge canoes), Confirmation (64 seventh and eighth graders), the senior luncheons 
and excursions, the lutefisk dinner, Baseball Sunday and our annual Mallards game, Homecoming 
Sunday, Senior Choir, Men’s Choir, Youth Choirs, the Bell Choirs, and my favorite, coffee and treats 
after church (because it’s each week).  I know there are things that I didn’t list, but you get my point: 
There are a lot of things going on for each of us and by each of us.  Each of us plays a part, a very 
wonderful part, in the workings of our church throughout the year.  Whether you realize it or not, each of 
these activities, that you are a part of, is playing a part in someone’s life: young or old, stranger or 
longtime member.  Thank you and God’s blessings, peace and joy be truly yours throughout the coming 
year. 

AdamCan Recycling 
by Pastor Scott Geister-Jones 

 

Adam Nostad, a brother of a 
Christ Lutheran member, is a 20-
year-old young man with 
developmental chal lenges.  
However, the challenges have 
not prevented him from starting 
his own sole proprietorship 

business of recycling aluminum cans.  The Youth 
Ministry Committee is going to meet this month to  
the question: ―How might we work with Adam to 
recycle our aluminum products?‖  I look forward 
to their answer and to sharing their response in 
the near future. 
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Skaalen Speaks 
by Diane Matson 

 

Thank you.  There are so many ways to express gratitude, but none has a 
bigger impact than the simple ―thank you.‖  The residents and staff at Skaalen 
are so grateful for the continued support and participation of the sister 
congregations who support them throughout the year.  They’ve thought long 
and hard about how to say ―thank you‖ to you in a meaningful way.  In the past 
months, the members of Christ Lutheran have baked Norwegian goodies for 
the annual Skaalen Christmas Eve dinner.  The members of Christ Lutheran 
supplied double the amount of gifts requested for the Skaalen Christmas party.  

Skaalen has been remembered in the thoughts and prayers of many of you during the holiday season. 
Now it’s time for Skaalen to say ―thank you.‖ 

And what a ―thank you‖ Skaalen has in store for you!  On Saturday, April 21, Skaalen is hosting its     
first-ever  Quilt Extravaganza, and guess where they’ve chosen to host this event?  Christ Lutheran 
Church! Many more details will follow, but here’s what we know so far: Members of Skaalen’s sister 
congregations, area quilters, quilt collectors, and quilt lovers are invited to a ―show and tell‖ event from 
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 21, at our church.  Skaalen is looking for exhibitors willing to 
display their favorite quilt(s), antique quilt(s) or family quilt(s) for the day.  Volunteers will be on hand to 
assist visitors, who will pay an admission fee of $3.00 to enjoy the talents of our many area quilters. 
Bars, cookies, and beverages will be available for a nominal fee.  Proceeds from the event will go to 
benefit the programs and activities offered to Skaalen residents. 

Are you a quilter?  Do you have a family heirloom quilt that you’d love to ―show and tell‖?  Would you like 
to learn more about the history of quilts?  Are you looking for an early spring activity to share with 
girlfriends or family members?  Mark your calendar for April 21 and look for more information in this 
space as the date draws near.  Of course we’ll be soliciting for volunteer bakers, quilters, ―quilt police,‖ 
hostesses and more.  Sign-up sheets will once again mysteriously appear at the information desk.  Your 
continued involvement with Skaalen is vital to the success of this first-ever endeavor—and Skaalen says 
thank you for continuing to support their work in the community.  They, and you, are truly ―Blessed to be 
a Blessing‖ in our church, our community, and our world. 

Thank you again for opening your doors and letting 
us hold our Lapskaus dinner at Christ Lutheran.  
The event was a success and we received great 
compliments on it and the venue.  Thank you for 
your continued support. 

Dawn Sharp, Friends of Norwegian Culture 

Dear friends at Christ Lutheran, 

Thank you so much for remembering my wife 
Cynthia with your gift to her memorial fund.  Even 
in this horrible sadness, I do find a certain kind of 
comfort and joy in knowing that these gifts are 
making a wonderful ministry possible at Dar al-
Kalima School in Bethlehem.  Thank you so much 
for you. 

Bishop Bruce Burnside 
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NEWS YOUTH CAN USE 

Jesus Baptism PartyðJanuary 8 

All youth and families are invited for a Jesus 
baptism swimming party on Sunday, January 
8.  This event is open to all, but we ask that a 
parent accompany any youth in grade 2 or 
younger.  We will meet at Christ Lutheran Church 
at noon for a quick snack and fellowship.  We will 
leave CLC at 12:30 p.m. and travel to the 
Stoughton High School pool for swimming.  We 
will return to the church around 2:00 p.m. and 
have a quick devotion and wrap up at 2:30 
p.m.  Please join us—and friends are always 
invited! 

Youth Caroling  

About a dozen youth 
gathered for pizza at 
Christ Lutheran on 
Saturday evening, 
November 26.  After 
we ate, we jumped in 
a few vans and made 
f o u r  s t o p s 
carol ing.   Af ter 
caroling, we drove up 

to Madison for laser tag.  Some of the youth said 
they really liked caroling.  It was a mild night, and 
it was fun running around Vennevoll in the 
dark.  Not only was it fun running around in the 
dark, but the people we visited really appreciated 
a dozen youth crowding into their kitchens or living 
rooms and singing a few Christmas carols. 

Sugar Creek Service Project 

Jim McMillan, Scott Vingum, and Brad Milbauer have been working on a plan.   They have one which 
includes six port-a-potties.  We will begin building sometime in January.  We will work Sunday mornings 
out back in the garage.  Senior high youth not teaching Sunday School and other adults are 
encouraged to join us. 

If you would like to donate to this project, here is the list of supplies needed: 

18 treated 4" x 4" x 12' 

12 treated 4" x 4" x 14' 

6 treated 2" x 6" x 8' 

54  2" x 4" x 8' 

90  2" x 2" x 10' 

18  2" x 6" x 12' 

13  4' x 8' finished side plywood x 3 – Exterior Grade 

24  1" x 6" pine x 10' 

18 bags premix concrete 
 

If you don’t have any of these items lying around your garage, financial donations will also be welcomed.  
To help raise money for the outhouses, the youth (and their parents) will be catering two dinners on 
February 4 and 11.  Volunteers will definitely be needed to make everything run smoothly. 

ñGod and Gamesò Resumes January 4 

Thanks to the adults and high school youth that 
have helped with ―God and Games‖ this 
year!  The fun resumes on Wednesday, January 
4.  Youth in grades 4-6 (and their friends start at 
6:30 p.m. followed by confirmation age youth at 
7:30 p.m. 

YouthQuake/Zone 

We have received some interest from youth in 
attending YouthQuake 2012!  We continue to 
gauge interest in this event—let David Erdman or 
Pastor Paula know if you would like to 
attend!  The event would be for youth in grades 6-
12 and would be the weekend of March 2-4, 
2012.  Early registration would be due (with $50 
deposit) by approximately January 15.  Stay tuned 
for updates! 

The Youth Ministry Team is always looking for ideas and helpers.  Please talk to Pastor Paula, Rich 
Hosfeld, or David Erdman if you have an idea to share or time to help plan upcoming Youth Ministry 
events at CLC!  Thanks! 
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Star of Love 
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Ole and Lena Bake Sale and More... 

Women With a Mission would like to thank all our dedicated bakers who came through for our 22nd 
annual, Ole and Lena Bake Sale and More....  We had a wonderful variety of baked goods, from 
Norwegian kringle to homemade jams and preserves.  Baked goods, raffle tickets, the Uff Da Aprons, 
lefse sticks, lefse and our church cookbooks were the hot tickets for the day.  Thank you to all who 
attended, our volunteers who assisted throughout the day, and everyone who purchased the wonderful 
selection of goodies. 

The 32" Emerson television was won by Reuben Ring; the Norwegian tine, rosemaled by Shannon 
Suddeth, was won by Linda Gibbs; and the American Girl doll ―Kirsten‖ and her accessories were won 
by Lorraine Johnson for her great-granddaughter.   

We welcome any church members interested in joining our women’s group.   We meet approximately 
three times per year and host the annual Ole and Lena Bake Sale and More....  Profits from all of our 
sales benefit many areas within the church, such as:  VBS, camperships, a high school graduation 
scholarship, and the church library.  In addition, this last year we were able to purchase another four-  
foot tables for the Fellowship Hall, contributed to the replacement of lights the in Fellowship Hall, and 
contributed towards the new phone system. 

Christ Lutheran is truly blessed to have this wonderful and dedicated group of women that make up our 
committee. 

Mange takk, 
Mary Onsager, Chairperson, Women With a Mission 
Phyllis Gullickson, Gloria Hayne, Ruth Hillbo, Louise Kluge, Luann Rece, Edie Tholo, Sue Weum, and 
Cathy Young 

4th Annual Frosty Family Fun Night 

Martin Luther Christian School—Open House 
January 24—5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 

 

Open to the Stoughton community. Please join us for ―Frosty‖ activities and enjoy an ice cream sundae. 
Visit our classrooms and childcare facility.  Meet our experienced teaching staff, and discover the 
exceptional programs MLCS has to offer:   

4-Year-Old Kindergarten (4K) 
3-Year-Old Preschool 

Junior Kindergarten (JK) 
Elementary School K-5 

Childcare 6 Weeks-12 Years 
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Lutefisk Dinner Update and Thank-You 

Warm congratulations and a special thank-you go out to everyone who worked so hard to make the 
annual Christ Lutheran lutefisk dinner a success again this year.  Now that the final numbers are in, we 
can say that we served over 800 people this year, which is an amazing achievement.  This was only 
possible through the hard work and efforts of all of the numerous volunteers.  We cannot say enough to 
thank each and every one of you that contributed so much of your time, talents, and other creative gifts 
to glorify God in this way. 

As part of closing out the event for this year, we plan to have a wrap-up meeting for the committee on 
Sunday, January 15, at 11:30 a.m.  Please feel free to attend if you can, as the planning and 
organization for next year starts again. 

Thank you and God bless you and your families during this Christmas season. 

Matt Hanson and Jill Guenther 

 

 

 

 

Oldest CLC member Lovina Olson, 101 years young, enjoyed her lutefisk 
along with a family member who bought her the hat and shirt. 
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 The Mystery of the Elizabeth Circle 
by Diane Matson 

 

They come from the four corners of the  city of Stoughton.  They arrive at 
promptly 9 a.m., usually on the fourth Tuesday of the month, and gather 
in the council room.  Coffee is poured, plates and breakfast goodies 
mysteriously appear, and laughter and conversation abound. 

Suddenly, quiet falls over the group.  Bibles and study guides adorn the 
council table and the conversation turns to the Gospel of Mark, as 
outlined in the Gather magazine.  Thoughtful questions are asked and 

Circle members nod in agreement as members voice their interpretation of the message that is shared.  
The study ends with prayer, but the Circle work has barely begun. 

Under the gentle leadership of the Circle chairperson, there is business to be discussed.  Who in the 
congregation is in need of prayer or a card of encouragement?  They have an app for that, in the form of 
the ―sunshine chairman.‖  What nonprofit organization in the community is struggling?  There is an app 
for that in the form of a Circle vote to donate funds.  Whose family is grieving and has scheduled a 
funeral and a luncheon at the church?  There is an app for that and many hands are raised, willing to set 
tables, arrange the salads, and make sure that there are Circle workers to setup, serve, and cleanup. 
There are layettes to assemble, a missionary to support, Bibles to purchase for third grade Sunday 
School students, and the list goes on. 

As 2011 comes to an end and the members of the Elizabeth Circle look forward to the tasks ahead in 
2012, they can count among their accomplishments donations to the Stoughton Food Pantry, Global 
Missions of the ELCA in support of the missionary work of Brian and Kristen Konkol, Lutheran World 
Relief, the Pastors’ Discretionary Fund, the Stoughton Holiday Fund, the Dane County Jail Ministry, the 
Skaalen Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, the Salvation Army, the Youth of Christ Lutheran Church, 
and many others. 

What is the mystery of the Elizabeth Circle?  There is no mystery.  Charged with being ―Blessed to be a 
Blessing,‖ these women, through random acts of kindness in the form of friendship, fellowship, and Bible 
study, are taking the mission of Christ Lutheran Church to the congregation, the community, and the 
world. Thanks be to God. 

   Elizabeth Circle 
          News 

 

Deaths: 

December 8—Betty Jane Ward 

Memorials: 
In Memory of:       From:     
Loeta Cress  Roger and Geri Slack 
Lee Erdahl  Dan and Diane Matson 

Altar Flower Chart 2012 

The following dates are available for the giving of altar flowers:  January 1 and 22; February  26; April 1, 
8, 15 and 29;  May 6;  June  24; July 1, 14, 22, and 29; August 19 and 26; September 2 and 16; 
November 18; December 16, 23, and 30.  If you would like to give flowers on a special day, call Gloria at 
873-9353.  The cost for the flowers is $32.50.   
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