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Christmas is not something we do.  Christmas is something God does for us.  

The Apostle John makes this clear in his own words:   

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have 
beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.  

Overtime, different Bible translations try to make this verse vividly clear.  So they 
emphasize different words to assist us in our understanding.  The Message 
translation shares these words:  

The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into our neighborhood.  We saw 
the glory with our own eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son, 
generous inside and out, true from start to finish. 

ñMoved into our neighborhoodò is a pretty down-to-earth phrase that means the 
presence of God is as close as your neighbor.  Not far off, not far away, but next 
door, or down the street.  

The Amplified Bible expresses this in a different way: 

And the Word (Christ) became flesh (human, incarnate) and tabernacled (fixed his 
tent of flesh, lived awhile) among us; such glory as an only begotten son receives 
from his father, full of grace (favor, loving-kindness) and truth. 

No misunderstanding is desired in this translation.  The author wants us to know 
that Jesus became flesh and human like us, and ñtented with us.ò  In the Old 
Testament, the Tabernacle of the Lord was the Ark of the Covenant that 
contained the tablets of the Ten Commandments.  In this way, the Israelites, 
shared in the glory of the Lordôs presence with them.  Now, the presence of the 
Lord tents not under a canvas awning, nor is contained in a gilded box, but in the 
flesh of a man, Jesus, Maryôs son, Godôs son.  And this Son, shows of the grace 
of God through his favor, and loving-kindness, and truth.  

Christmas is not something we do.  Christmas is something God does for us. 
Christmas is not an event so much as a new beginning, promising renewal and re
-creation for the whole world.    

Pastor Scott Geister-Jones 
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Ole and Lena Bake Sale and More... 
by Mary Onsager, Women with a Mission Chair 

 

The 20th annual Ole and Lena Bake Sale and More... was a huge success this year especially when it 
was held in conjunction with the Lutefisk and Meatball dinner.  With hundreds of people coming in for the 
dinner we had a captive audience for the bake sale.  This year for the ñmoreò part of the bake sale we 
sold the third addition of the church cookbook, ñKitchen Creations,ò the ñUff daò aprons, designed by 
Ruth Hillbo, and lefse sticks made by Dave Christenson and painted by Ruth Hillbo.  All of these 
items are still available if you should need a gift for a special occasion, please contact any of the Women 
With a Mission.   

We would like to thank all of the congregationsô ñbest bakers in Stoughtonò for contributing all the 
delicious pies, Norwegian cookies, fudge, brownies, jelly, breads, snacks, dog and bird treats, cakes and 
other baked goods.  We were very happy with the large assortment of baked goods that were furnished 
by so many people.  We are also very appreciative of several new church members that volunteered to 
help at the check-out, raffle, and selling the books, aprons and sticks.  Please consider joining our 
women's group, we meet approximately 3-4 times per year and host the annual fall Ole and Lena Bake 
Sale and More...  Profits from all of our sales benefit many areas within the church, vacation Bible 
school, Sugar Creek camperships, church building fund, high school graduate scholarship, the church 
library, etc.  Our successful sale this year brought in approximately $4,900.00.   

 

This yearôs raffle winners:  

American Girl Doll and Accessories: Annika 
Nye (granddaughter of Louise Kluge)  
U.W. Union Terrace Print: Susan Slinde  
Norwegian Blue Sky Quilt: Cathy Rockney   
Vintage Quilt Coverlet (donated by Edna Sand): 
April Eddy 
 

Mange Takk, 

Women With a Mission:  Phyllis Gullickson, 
Gloria Hayne, Ruth Hillbo, Louise Kluge, Luann 
Rece, Edie Tholo, Sue and Del Weum, and 
Cathy Young 

Third Annual Messiah Sing-along 
by John Beutel 

 

The Choirs of Christ Lutheran Church will sponsor the Third Annual 
Messiah Sing-along with orchestra at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, January 
17 in the Christ Lutheran Sanctuary. The weather date is Sunday, 
January 24 at 3:00 p.m.  This has been an exciting event for the 
Christ Lutheran community the past two years and has brought over 
100 area singers to sing and celebrate this great choral 

masterpiece.  This is a sing-along event and not a finished performance, but many people have 
attended who just enjoy listening to this great music.  

The choruses to be sung are listed on the Christ Lutheran Church website.  Pre-registration is only 
required if you need us to provide you a copy of the music.  If you have your own copy of the music 
there is no need to pre-register.  Please register at 2:30 p.m. the day of the event.  There is a suggested 
$10.00 donation for the event.  Students are invited to sing or attend free of charge.  Senior citizens may 
attend as part of the audience free of charge. 

There is a reception following the event.  Please contact Gloria in the office (873-9353) or John Beutel 
(873-9420) if you would like to help with the reception or with registration. 
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Go and Tell 
by Roger Slack 

 

As we begin a new year, some of us make New Yearôs 
resolutions for things that we want to change in our lives.  
Various things that we want to increase (knowledge, time 
spent reading, time spent with our families, new skills at 
work or play) or decrease (weight, wasted time 
accomplishing very little).  Ask God for his help this time.  
Jesus said, ñI am the vine, you are the branches.  Apart 
from me, you can do nothing.ò 

Jesus, in his life on earth, understood how much he 
depended on God; how much becoming a man limited 
him.  He needed food and water.  He had to walk to 
places, which took time and energy.  He got tired and 
needed to sleep.  There was evil in this world that even 
he was subjected to, both enticing and as a force trying to 
destroy him.  

After Jesus was baptized, Lukeôs Gospel says He was full of the Holy Spirit and was led about by the 
Spirit in the wilderness.  I have often wondered about the wilderness.  Why was that necessary?  He 
was already filled with the Holy Spirit.  You could die in the wilderness.  It was the ñwildernessò because 
it was filled with unknowns (wild animals, good water or lack of it, bandits hiding out, getting lost and not 
finding your way back out).  Much like our American wilderness, the unknowns were a source of fears, 
both for the person going in and the friends and family waiting for them to come back.  I donôt pretend to 
know what or how much Jesus knew at that point in his life.  I know as a youth, he had all kinds of 
questions for the teachers and was wise beyond his years, so learning was also a part of his life too. 
The wilderness was a miracle period for him experiencing Godôs sustaining power.  It was also a trial 
period as to which way was he going to go.  Satan was very tempting.  I think the wilderness was where 
Jesus understood and experienced the power he had access to in God, because Luke writes: ñJesus 
returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit.ò  It appears to me that the wilderness also strengthened his 
focus and ministry.  When he returned to Nazareth in the synagogue, he read from Isaiah: ñThe Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me, because He anointed me to preach the Gospel to the poor.  He has sent me to 
proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free those who are 
downtrodden, to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord.ò 

We each have had ñwildernessò experiences, times of unknowns and fears, and we know others who 
may have them right now.  Please pray for our church families and our youth, as they wander in their 
own wilderness, that God will empower them and give them focus as well. 

Decorating the Christmas Tree 
by Paula Geister-Jones 

 

This year, during the month of December, the 
7

th
 and 8

th
 grade Sunday School class was 

involved in ñprojectsò around the church.  You 
may have seen a number of them decorating 
the Christmas tree in the sanctuary with the 
help of Brad Milbauer.  They have also baked 
cookies, painted backdrops, helped put up 
banners, put together candy bags for after the 
Sunday School Christmas program and, once 
again with the help of a few dads, they 
decorated the tree in the narthex.  Well done 
youth!  We appreciated your help during the 
month of December. 
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Martin Luther Christian School Update 
by JoAnn Gilbert, MLCS Administrator 

 
Itôs registration time!  Martin Luther Christian Schools will be holding its 
2010-11 registration for new and returning students from February 8-19.  
New families wishing to enroll in one of our many programs may contact the 
MLCS office to receive tuition information and an enrollment form.          

Martin Luther Christian Schools and Child Development Center will host an 
all school Open House on January 26 from 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.  Please come and visit our colorful and 
spacious classrooms, meet our qualified teachers and staff, and see what our Christian School and its 
many educational programs have to offer.  Our childcare staff will be available to answer questions you 
may have concerning childcare, before and after school care, and MLCS bussing to and from the public 
schools. 

Our Junior Kindergarten Program is open to children turning five-year-old on or before February 1, 2010.  
This program gives the ñGift of Timeò to students not quite ready for kindergarten or who miss the 
kindergarten cut off date.   

Enrollment in the MLCS three-year-old Preschool Program is open to children turning three years old on 
or before September 1, 2010.  This class is taught by a DPI certified teacher and is offered three 
mornings a week.  A two day a week class will be opened if there is interest.   

FOUR YEAR-OLD KINDERGARTEN (4K):  Is your child turning four years old?  Do you have questions 
about the 4K program? 

MLCS is pleased to be a collaborating partner with the Stoughton Area School District.  The 2010-11 
school year will mark our third year as hosts for the 4K Program.  We encourage new 4K families to 
attend our open house, on January 26, and tour our child friendly learning environment.  Our DPI 
certified and experienced teaching staff will be happy to discuss the 4K program with you and answer 
your questions concerning the exciting year ahead. 

At MLCS, your 4K child will participate in physical education class instructed by our PE teacher and 
weekly sing-alongs with our other 4K classes.  They will enjoy using our large gym and spacious 
playground.  For those families desiring a Christian focus, we offer an optional ten-minute period of 
religious instruction after class each day. 

MLCS is a great place for your child to grow academically, socially, and spiritually in a safe, secure, and 
nurturing environment.  For 2010-11 tuition information on any of our programs, please call our 
Elementary School Office at 873-8073 or our Childcare Office at 873-7884 or visit our website:  
www.mlcschool.org. 

MLCS DATES TO REMEMBER 

January 21ðCommunity Childcare Open House: Sandhill Elementary School  
January 26ðMLCS Open House (6:00ï8:00 p.m.) all MLCS Programs including 4K  
January 29ðMLCS choral performance: Skaalen Home 
February 8ðDistrict 4K Registrations: Sandhill Elementary School  

9:00ï 11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. ï 4:30 p.m. 
February 8-19ðMLCS Registration 2010-2011: Three-year-old Preschool, Junior Kindergarten, 
Kindergarten, and Elementary School. 
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NEWS YOUTH CAN USE 

Synod Youth Exchange with Lutheran Sister Synod in Northern India 
by Pastor Scott Geister-Jones 

A dozen or more congregations from our synod are joining together to nominate and send senior high 
students to Northern India as part of a religious and cultural exchange.  

Departing after Christmas in December, 2010, the youth will spend two weeks and return home in 
January, 2011.  I have mailed postcards to youth in grades 8, 9, and 10 inviting them to contact me if 
they are interested. Funding for this will come from a request of our Endowment and congregational 
contributions.  The nominated youth will be responsible for their pass port and spending money.   

The following year, we will host youth from Northern India as they come to Wisconsin in exchange and 
visitation with our teenagers and congregations.  

The purpose of the exchange is to: 

 Expand relationship with our companion synod and create living and personal      
relationships between youth in the two church bodies. 

  Experience Lutheran Christianity in a third world culture. 

  Foster an awareness of global Christianity. 

  Provide opportunities for our youth to become inspired 
leaders in the Church. 

  Accompany our weaker brothers and sisters in their 
witness. 

    Learn from a growing and dynamic Church that exists 
as a minority in a culture with strong and competing 
traditions. 

     Send youth from our synod to India and bring youth 
from India to our synod on alternating years. 

If you have a student currently in grades 8, 9, or 10, that would like to learn more about this adventure 
contact Pastor Scott at 873-9353 ext. 15, or email: pastorscott@clcstoughton.org.  

Reminder! 

No Sunday School or Family Express on January 
3.  Come and worship at 9:00 a.m.  Normal 
schedule resumes on January 10. 

January Fun Event 

A day trip for tubing or skiing is being planned for 
January - date will be either January 18 or January 
25.  This event will be for youth in grades 5-12 and 
more details will be forthcoming. 

Youth Syttende Mai Food Stand 

Planning starts in January for the Syttende Mai 
youth food stand.  The Youth Ministry Team is 
looking for someone to lead this important fund 
raising eventðplease see Pastor Paula, Rich 
Hosfeld, or David Erdman if you can help!  

God and Games   

Attendance and participation for ñGod and 
Gamesò continues to grow each week.  ñGod 
and Gamesò is for youth in grades 5-8 (and 
their friends)!  Youth and families are invited to 
an informal meal starting at 6:00 p.m. 
Confirmation for youth in grades 7-8 begins at 
6:30 p.m. At that time, various games and 
activities begin for youth in grades 5-6.  This 
fun ends at 7:30 p.m. At that time, the 
confirmation classes (youth in grades 7-8) have 
open gym until 8:00 p.m.   

Wisconsin Dells YouthQuake 

Twenty-eight youth and adults will participate in 
ñYouthQuakeò in the Wisconsin Dells on January 8
-10.  The theme for this yearôs retreat is 
ñDo.Love.Walk.ò  The weekend is for middle 
school youth and designed to enhance faith in 
Jesus Christ and develop healthy relationships 
amount peers.  Workshops are also held for the 
adults on youth ministry matters.  

24 Just For U 

The next youth event for youth in grades 2-4 will 
be held Sunday, January 31 from 2:00-4:00 p.m.  
More details will follow! 
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   Elizabeth Circle 
          News 

Standing on Shoulders...  

Throughout my life I have heard frequent stories of my adventurous uncle, Maynard Konkol.  Maynard, who was one of 
my fatherôs older brothers, was born in May of 1951 and was known for ñbreaking the moldò of typical Konkol family 
expectations.  Instead of settling down to raise a family in central Wisconsin, Maynard was inspired to pursue an 
alternative path, travel the world, and contribute to social development projects alongside various rural communities 
around the world. 

Following Maynardôs graduation from the University of Wisconsin in Platteville, he applied to serve with the United 
States Peace Corps, and was eventually assigned to the city of Maseru, located in the Kingdom of Lesotho about four 
hours southeast of Johannesburg, South Africa.  From 1977-1979, Maynard applied his bachelors and masters 
degrees in soil and crop science at the Lesotho Agricultural College (LAC), which is located on the outer edge of the 
city.  In addition to Maynardôs high priority of building relationships and cultural immersion, his service at the LAC 
helped create numerous sustainable development projects, and his work has since been shared in the text, ñImperial 
gullies: soil erosion and conservation in Lesotho,ò written by Kate Barger Showers, who is a senior research associate 
at the Centre for World Environmental History at the University of Sussex in England. 

When Maynard departed Lesotho and returned to the United States in 1979, he decided to spend a few months 
assisting my father as they built a new home, after which Maynard would plan to accept a new job in soils research at 
Iowa State University.  My older brother was nearly two years of age at time, while I was only ten months old.  Instead 
of hiring a construction company to work through the various construction phases, my father, uncle Maynard, and 
other friends and family worked cooperatively and tirelessly on nights and weekends to lay a foundation and assemble 
the home which my parents continue to reside in today, over thirty years later.  Following each day of work, Maynardð
who was known to be ñgreenò and environmentally conscious long before it was trendy to do soðrode his bicycle to 
my Grandmotherôs home each day to eat and sleep. 

On September 17, 1979, following another day of hard work on my parentôs future home, what appeared to be a 
typical day of construction progress turned into an event that members of my extended family would never forget. 
Maynardôs daily commute to my grandmotherôs residence was cut short when he was struck by an oncoming vehicle 
less than a mile from his point of departure.  He died that day at the tender age of twenty-eight.  While I was clearly far 
too young to understand the seriousness of the heartbreak, my family and their friends were crushed by the news. 
Maynard had traveled into distant lands around the world that many in central Wisconsin had never heard of, yet his 
life came to an abrupt close only minutes away from his childhood home.  My father, whose bond with Maynard was 
especially strong, was wounded in ways like never before.  Only moments after seeing Maynard peddle down the 
road, an accident would change everything.  Not only had my father lost a brother, but also a life-long best friend. 

At numerous occasions during my childhood I viewed various photos of my uncle Maynard during our family ñslide 
showsò in the living room of our home.  I can still remember the clicking sound of the slide projector and the smell of 
the buttered popcorn!  I loved to hear of Maynardôs amazing and adventurous travels around the world, especially 
those which took place in Europe and Africa.  Also, I could not help but laugh and smile at his bright-white long hair, 
stylish 1970ôs clothes and glasses, and classic guitar.  It would not have been difficult to find him in the remote villages 
of Africa!  Through it all, I remember thinking about the far away places he visited, and how it all seemed like a world 
away.  As a young man in rural central Wisconsin, I always wondered what it would be like to actually visit some of the 
same foreign places where he served.  Amazingly, that day would eventually arrive. 

Once Kristen and I were placed in Pietermaritzburg, South Africa, in order to serve as Country Coordinators for the 
ELCA Young Adult in Global Mission program, I immediately knew that one day I would travel to see where my uncle 
Maynard spent much of the final years of his young life.  I wanted to visit the Kingdom of Lesotho, walk through the 
streets of Maseru, and of course, explore the Lesotho Agricultural College and learn if anyone remembered him, or if 
there were any stories to share.  I wanted to hear the sounds of the streets, the feel of the soil, the smells of the plants, 
and close my eyes in order to visualize what it may have been like for Maynard nearly thirty years ago.  As Maseru is 
only a six-hour drive from our home in Pietermaritzburg, I knew it was only a matter of time before I would be able to 
make the opportunity a reality.  

More news from our missionary Brian Konkol... 
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A few months ago, after nearly eighteen months living in South Africa, Kristen and I finally took advantage of an 
opportunity to travel to Lesotho and visit the LAC.  As one can imagine, the opportunity to listen to stories about 
what my uncle may have experienced was a truly amazing occasion, for while I had never truly ñknownò Maynard, 
I felt a sense of connection that could not be rationally explained.  As we were led through the area by one of the 
local LAC workers, I was able to see some the areas with my own eyes that I had once viewed only through 
photos and slides in the comfortable confines of my parentôs living room.  The sights, sounds, and smells were 
wonderful, and it was an amazing occurrence that I will never forget.  

As I write this reflection, my parents are sitting in my own living room here in Pietermaritzburg, as they are 
currently visiting South Africa for the first time.  Kristen and I have spent the past weeks alongside them listening 
and learning, and of course, experiencing numerous sights and sounds of South Africa.  As their time in the 
region comes to a close in just a few days, tomorrow will most likely be a major ñhighlightò of their journey.  We 
plan to rise early in the morning and travel the six hours to Maseru in order for them to experience some of what 
Maynard had experienced so many years ago.  I have no doubt that it will be an emotional experience, especially 
for my father.  Over the past weeks I have heard numerous stories about Maynard and his time in southern 
Africa, and I believe our journey into Lesotho will be something we all will never forget.  With all the excitement in 
the air, I doubt there will be much sleep tonight! 

As I reflect upon this entire situation, there is simply too much running through my heart and mind to even try to 
capture and share in written form.  Through it all, I am amazed by how my life has worked out in such a way that I 
am now able to visit places that I once dreamed unimaginable.  And not only that, I am incredibly thankful for the 
love and support that Kristen and I have received from both of our parents, and how they are all willing to travel 
thousands of miles to come and visit us here in South Africa.  When I sat in my parentôs living room so many 
years ago and watched the various slides of southern Africa roll by, I never could have imagined that one day Ið 
a ñsmall town kidò from Amherst Junction, Wisconsin, would be walking through the same areas.  These days I 
am reminded that with God all things are possible, even if they do not seem probable. 

While my parents are usually thousands of miles away, over the past weeks they have been sleeping under the 
same roof as Kristen and I.  There are times that I have to pinch myself, as it often seems so strange!  As I watch 
them move around the country meeting and greetings those whom have so gracious welcomed Kristen and I to 
this beautiful country, I have been thinking a great deal about the connectedness of family, which is something a 
great deal of South Africans consider at length.  While those of us from North America do not pay much attention 
to ñthe ancestorsò and all who have come before us in life, these recent experiences retracing Maynardôs 
footsteps alongside Kristen and my parents have reminded me that we are all products of those who have come 
before us, and our opportunities arise because we ñstand on the shouldersò of family and friends who first paved 
the way.  In a sense, I am beginning to believe there is no such thing as the ñself made personò or the ñdo it 
yourselfò individual, for we have been given opportunities, gifts, and abilities as a result of our environment and 
social settings.  Yes, a large deal of success and happiness is based upon individual effort, but I am certainly 
beginning to believe that our nurtureðthe way that we were raised and the situations we dwell withinðhave a 
great deal of impact.  While I like to believe that I have worked hard in order to ñearnò the opportunities which I 
have been given, the reality is that they are more accurately a result of the undeserved gifts which I have 
received by God through my parents, those who walked this Earth before me, and of course, those whom Kristen 
and I are now blessed and honored to accompany. 

I never would have imagined one day being able to live in South Africa, and I most certainly never would have 
imagined one day being able to visit where Maynard once lived.  And of course, I never would have imagined that 
my parents would be willing to step so far out of their comfort zones to come and visit!  Nevertheless, Kristen and 
I are here, and we have many people to thank for this amazing blessing.  I thank God for our parents, the various 
congregations who support us through faith, as well as family and friends around the world who continue to think 
of us, pray for us, and encourage us in numerous ways.  And of course, today I especially thank God for my 
Uncle Maynard.  I thank God for the ways in which heðand so many others like himðdid so much for so many 
and how he inspired others to follow his lead.  And perhaps most of all, I pray that one day Kristen and I will be 
able to honor the blessings we have received by inspiring and supporting others just as so many others have 
done so for us. 

As we come to a close on the year 2009 and look forward to 2010, may we all live our lives in a way that honors 
those whose who have come before us, and may we provide inspiration for those whom will eventually come 
after. 
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Lutefisk and Meatball Dinner 
 

What a day, over 715 meals served!  The entire church pulled together and made this dinner a huge 
success.  Several people commented that it was the ñbestò lutefisk dinner they have ever had!  They 
also commented that they appreciated being seated on time.  Judie Nitzsche did an awesome job 
recruiting youth and their parents to wait tables.  Judie  had over sixty volunteers scattered over three 
shifts.  She would be the first to tell you the youth did a great job pouring coffee, setting tables and 
serving up numerous plates of lutefisk and bowls of meatballs!  The youth were rewarded for their 
efforts.  A school bus was loaded up and forty-one youth and a few adults attended ñA Christmas Carolò 
at the IMAX in Fitchburg.  Enjoy the photos from the day. 
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