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Sunday Worship 
8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

 

Family Express Worship 
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with Sunday School 
following 

 

Christ Lutheran Church 
700 County Highway B 

Stoughton, WI 

Christ Lutheran 

Ambassador  

 

Hope and Fear 

 

Many of us live at the intersection of hope and fear.  In our daily lives, in our 
professional pursuits, in love for our children and grandchildren, we find ourselves 
at the crossroads of hope and fear. 

We are not alone.  The angel that spoke to the shepherds in the fields could see 
they were fearful.  Their first message was ñbe not afraid.ò   

Only after calming the shepherds did the angel announce both the invitation and 
direction about where to find hope.  With fears calmed, the shepherds ñwent with 
hasteò to find the gift of God with us in a manger.  

Itôs curious where the crossroads of hope and fear lead us.  On the last Sunday 
before Christmas, members of the Social Concerns Ministry Team, along with four 
kids and five adults, served a delicious meal to forty-five adults and 
children.  Through a monthly meal called ñDaily Bread,ò a community of people 
gathered.  They welcomed us warmly, and our meal was a sign of hope, warmth 
and love.  

Strangely, that meal seemed like Holy Communion for me.  When your pastors 
break the bread and lift the wine, we prepare ourselves to meet you at that 
intersection where hope and fear meet.  With gracious words of assurance, the 
Lordôs Supper offers you a tangible promise of forgiveness.  Like the star, it points 
to the hope of Christ, who meets you at the table.  

Your pastors pray for you as we share this supper.  We recall that your mother-in-
law is in Hospice.  We know the father of children who boards an airplane headed 
for South America or Mexico.  Iôve visited the member whose spouse is ailing in 
health, and requires greater attention.  I break the bread for a parent whose 
college student is causing quite the stir.  We have that rare and wonderful 
opportunity to tread like the angel and offer calming words as we point you to the 
meal of hope. 

Pastor Scott and Pastor Paula 
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Messiah Sing-along 

On Sunday, January 17, the Christ Lutheran Senior Choir and Menôs Choir hosted  the Messiah sing-
along.  The choirs of Christ Lutheran would like to thank the orchestra, accompanists, soloists, chorus 
members and members of Christ Lutheran who all helped in making this event possible.   

The Sign of Jonah 

Jonah? For Lent?  Sounds fishy, but itôs a natural fit.  When the Jews asked Jesus for a sign, he said, ñI 
will give you only the sign of Jonah.ò  After three days in the belly of the earth, Jesus rose with news of 
Godôs prodigal grace.  This series of special services for Lent explores the meaning of ñThe Sign of 
Jonahò as we follow Jonah on his journeyé and Jesus on his way to the cross. 

February 17: Ash WednesdayðGod is Calling 
February 24:  Saved in a Storm 

March 3:  Our Providing God 
March 10:  Praying in the Belly of the Great Big Fish 

March 17:  The God of the Second Chance 
March 24:  About Face 
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Presidentôs Report 
by Edie Tholo 

 

Our next congregational meeting will be held February 7
 
at 11:30 a.m.  Please plan to attend this 

important meeting. 

Itôs time for a lot of thank-yous!  Due to the 2010 level of pledges and hard work on the part of our 
committees, we are able to present a balanced budget for 2010.  Thank you to the 195 households that 
returned pledge cards (Itôs not too late to send yours in, if you overlooked this).  Our building debt has 
been reduced by approximately 1/3 its original amount.  Again, many thanks to our congregation for your 
support.  Finally thanks to the committees and their chairs, our Treasurer, council Vice Presidents, our 
Pastors and their support staff, music directors and those who provide the music, and our custodial staff 
for their often unseen but so important work in 2009.  We truly are blessed to have such dedicated 
people. 

Dear senior members of Christ Lutheran, 

For the past five years I have had the privilege of visiting you monthly and bringing Holy Communion.  
This has been a rich, sacred experience, getting to know each of you and sharing matters of our 
Christian faith.  Each of you are unique and have shared with me amazing life stories of your faith 
journey.  I have been blessed and thank God for giving me this opportunity. 

But as you have experienced, there comes a time when things change, and Iôm at that point in my life.  
Physically that is happening (harder to get around), and I donôt have the ñenergy reserveò of even a year 
ago.  Hip and leg problems, and on the ice and snow my steps become unsure.  (Sound familiar?)  We 
know this is part of the aging process, but I have to admit itôs difficult to accept. 

Iôve sensed this coming, so back in October 2009, I informed Pastor Scott of my intentions.  Pastor Scott 
has my resignation, effective the end of December 2009.  So this is my last official visit as Visitation 
Pastor with you. 

I want to thank Pastor Scott and the Congregational Board for establishing the part-time position of 
Visitation Pastor to our homebound members.  We have a good start, and the need to continue this 
important ministry is a high priority.  Never forget, our older members are the ones who, in no small 
measure, have enabled us to have the blessings we enjoy today.  Special thanks to the Elizabeth Circle 
for their partnership.  Pastor Scott has assured me the ministry will continue. 

So, I bid you good-bye.  I will miss our monthly visits, but I know God is with you.  He will continue to 
bless you and keep you strong in the faith!  Hold on to those words of our Lord; ñI will never leave you or 
forsake you!ò 

In the faith, 
Pastor Rem 
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Church Print and Note Cards for Sale 

Jeff Morgan drew and painted the picture to the left, and Barb 
Morgan, his mother, added the rosemaling.  They drew, 
painted and rosemaled the painting as a fundraiser for the 
Building Fund.  If you would like to purchase an 8 x 10 print, 
the cost is $10.00.  Note cards are 1 for $1.50 or 6 for $8.00. 

Thank you, Jeff and Barb, for the time and effort you put into 
the beautiful painting. 

For those of you who are new to CLC, this is a painting of the 
old church that was torn down in 1995 to make room for the 
new sanctuary that was completed in 1997.  It started out as 
a wood structure that they eventually covered with brick. 

Go and Tell 
by Roger Slack 

 
When I hear or read the story of Jesus going to the home of Mary and Martha and Lazarus, I can see 
Martha in the lives of many of my friends and family, primarily the women.  Martha had invited Jesus to 
come to their home and was busy trying to make it special for him.  Iôm sure she had been going in high 
gear, cleaning, getting food for a wonderful meal for who knows how many extra guests, and then 
preparing it to be served.  What Martha was doing was a very gracious act of love.  It was something 
she could do and do well as a token of her esteem for Jesus and what he had done for her family and, 
very likely, many of her friends.  Her preparations were leaving her exhausted and frustrated.  She really 
needed some help from Mary, who was sitting in the other room listening to Jesus and the others 
talking.  What Martha failed to realize was that what made the house special were the people that came 
together there.  What made the meal special were the people that shared it together.  Peanut butter on 
crackers and something to drink can be a nice impromptu treat for two friends that havenôt seen each 
other for a long time.  The special part is the talking to each other.  At the end of the day, that will be the 
highlight for each of them, not what they ate. 

I still admire the Marthas in my life, because they want the best for their friends and family.  They love so 
deeply, but miss out on much of the conversation and laughter because they were in the other room, 
trying to make it special for everyone else.  

I encourage you to stop for coffee and a treat before or after Sunday services in the narthex and take 
the time to just visit with friends and strangers.  Both can be a source of real enjoyment.  I canôt tell you  
how many times Iôve had that ñItôs a small worldò experience when Iôve talked to someone new. 
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NEWS YOUTH CAN USE 

Youth Quake 2010 

Twenty-eight youth and adult chaperones 
enjoyed a weekend in Wisconsin Dells for Youth 
Quake 2010.   Youth and adults enjoyed the 
main speaker, Bob Lenz, who focused on many 
aspects of our faith and gave all some food for 
thought as we reflect on our relationship with 
God.  One of the key phrases that Bob used was 
ñif you have to work for something it is not a gift, 
it is a paycheck.ò  God has given us eternal life 
and we do not need to work for it, it truly is a gift 
and we are saved by this grace and through 
faith.  In addition to the speaker, youth attended 
small group workshops, spent time at the indoor 
water parks, and met other youth from 
Wisconsin, Iowa, and Minnesota that were 
attending the event. 

Summer Bible Camp 2010 

Information is now available for Summer Bible 
Camp 2010 at Sugar Creek Bible Camp in 
Ferryville, WI.  Last year nearly forty-five youth 
attended Bible camp and many of these youth are 
excited about returning this year.  The targeted 
dates for youth going into grades 3 and 4 is July 
18-20 for the 1/2 week program.  The full week 
programs for youth going into grades 4-12 is 
August 1-6.  These are target dates for Christ 
Lutheran to attend as a group; if these dates don't 
work for you/friends, please sign-up for any 
program or dates that do work.  Christ Lutheran 
Church will again be offering $100 camperships 
for our youth attending the full week program and 
$50 camperships for our youth attending the 1/2 
week program.  Friends attending camp with our 
youth are also eligible for a $50 
campership.  Please return your registration form 
and $50 deposit to church office.  People 
interested in the 1/2 week program should act 
quickly as that program often is filled by March 
1.  Please see Pastor Paula or David Erdman with 
any questions. 

 
Boundary Waters Canoe Trip 

June 12-17 
Youth in Grades 8-12 and All Interested Adults 

Cost:  $300   
(A $100 campership per participant brings the cost down to $200) 

To keep our costs down we will be packing out our own food and looking to provide as many of our own 
tents and Duluth packs as possible.  The outfitter will provide the canoes, paddles, life jackets, Duluth 
packs, cook kit and utensils, and bunkhouse accommodations for Saturday, June 12.  Breakfast will be 
provided the following morning.  We will come off trails the morning of Thursday, June 17, shower and 
head home.   We will probably arrive home around midnight.   

We leave early Saturday, June 12, possibly as early as 6:00 a.m.  We have 500 miles to travel.  Bring 
food to snack on.  We will enter the Boundary Waters on Sunday, June 13.  What do you do in the 
Boundary Waters?  You paddle, portage, cook your meals over an open fire, swim, fish, enjoy the 
wilderness and the people you are with.  Bring a book to read and some small portable games.  Once 
you have signed up, Pastor Paula  will share with you a list of items that you will need to pack out.   

Please get your registration forms, along with a $50 deposit back to the church office ASAP. 
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Mardi Gras at 
Christ Lutheran 

Sunday, February 21 
3:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. 
Tickets: 3 for $1.00 

 

Fun for the Entire Family! 
 

Here is a list of a few of the games: 

Cross the Red Sea with Moses Cake Walk (3:00 p.m. until the cakes are gone),  Music will be 
provided by the O.K. Band (Singing Santas).  This is one of our most popular games. 

In Jail with Paul and Silas (another one of our popular games) 

The Match Game with Noah 

Get Wet with John the Baptist Balloon Tank  

Jonahôs Beanbag Toss 

Good Samaritan Game: Pin the Bandage on the Wounded Man 

Leap for the Lord Potato Sack Races  

Bible Bingo 

David Dances before the LORD: Dance Revolution and David Plays his Harp: Guitar Hero III 

Wise Guy Bible Trivia and Pictionary with Wise Guy Balloon Hats as a prize 

Crafts with Crafty Jacob 

Samson Knocks Down the Philistines Bowling Game  

Minnow Races with Luther  

Bounce House with Joseph 

Foosball, Air Hockey, Board Games and Card Games in Danielôs Den   

The Empty Tomb Bean Bag Toss and The Ten Commandments Tic Tac Toss 

Ruthôs Tattoo Parlor 
Some of your favorite foods will be served as wellðcotton candy and slushies!  Plan to eat supper at the 
Manna Café, which will be serving brats, hot dogs, walking tacos and more. 

Youth and grown-ups, be on the look out for sign-up sheets in the narthex.  We need people to bake 
cakes and work the different games.  Thank you! 

Pastor Paula 
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February Senior Luncheon  
 

Our February senior luncheon will be Monday, February 
22, at 11:30 a.m.  The program will be ñIndia,ò presented 
by Bob Kluge and Jack Finney, who both have been there.  
Bob will show slides of the Habitat for Humanity build and 
Lutheran World Relief tour in India. Bob says the three 
homes they helped build would fit in his two-car garage.  
But it wasnôt all workðyouôll also see some of the 

volunteers playing cricket with the local children.  Then LWR escorted Bobôs group on a tour, showing 
the successes of their efforts with rural farm communities.  Because Bob had a LWR-sponsored trip with 
local Indian leaders from Habitat and LWR informing and being translators when necessary, I believe 
youôll find this very informative and youôll understand some cultural factors that inhibit advancement by 
these underprivileged Indian citizens.  Although it's been 19 years since Jack toured India with 
Plowshares Institute, he will share some memories and learnings that continue to shape his life.  Lunch 
menu?  Pastor Paula has offered to make meatballs with all the fixings, and all will have the opportunity 
to try curry chicken.  Bob will attempt to make naan (Indian bread) for the first time.  Indian cuisine is 
renowned to be the best in the world.  Just come and enjoy. 

FYIðthe synod would like to send a number of youth to India this summer as part of a youth exchange, 
and CLC is hoping to send one of our own. 

 

News from Martin Luther Christian School 
ñSoaring in Faith and Excellenceò 

by JoAnn Gilbert 

 

Martin Luther Christian Schools will be holding its 2010-2011 registration for new and returning students  
February 8-19.  New families wishing to enroll in one of our many educational programs may contact the 
MLCS office to receive tuition information and an enrollment form.   

The MLCS Elementary School offers kindergarten through 5
th
 grade classes.  Students participate in 

Spanish, Music, Art, Technology, Physical Education, Religious Instruction and weekly chapel services.  
Our goal is to foster academic excellence, Christian values, character, and leadership skills.  Together 
as a community, our MLCS team of parents, teachers, and staff work to prepare and support our 
students in their educational success.  

Our Junior Kindergarten (JK) Program is open to children turning five years old on or before February 
1, 2010.  This program gives the ñGift of Timeò to students not quite ready for kindergarten or who miss 
the kindergarten cut-off date.    

Martin Luther offers several a.m. and p.m. Four-Year-Old Kindergarten (4K) classes.  Children must 
be four years of age on or before September 1, 2010, for entry.  Student registration is Monday, 
February 8, from 9:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Sandhill Elementary School, 1920 Lincoln Ave.    

Enrollment in the MLCS Three-Year-Old Preschool Program is open to children turning three years old 
on or before September 1, 2010.  This class is taught by a DPI-certified teacher and is offered three 
mornings a week.  A two-day-a-week class will be opened when the three-day class is filled.   

The MLCS Child Development Center offers quality childcare for children 6 months to 12 years of age.  
Wraparound care is offered to students in all of our programs, including 4K.  You and your child will 
enjoy the seamless transition between his/her classroom and the Child Development Center, located 
within the same building. Our Childcare staff is happy to answer questions you may have concerning our 
childcare options, before and after school care, and MLCS busing to and from the public schools.    

MLCS is a great place for your child to grow academically, socially, and spiritually in a safe, secure, and 
nurturing environment.  For information and 2010-2011 tuition rates, please call our Elementary School 
office at 873-8073 or our Childcare office at 873-7884.  Visit us at www.mlcschool.org. 


