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òSo we are ambassadors 
for Christéó -  

 
2  Cor in t h ians  5 :2 0 

December 2009 

Christ Lutheran 

Ambassador  

December 2 
Advent Worshipð7:15 p.m. 

with dessert following worship 
 

December 9 
Advent Worshipð7:15 p.m. 

with dessert following worship 
 

December 13 
8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Lessons/Carols/Special Music 
 

December 14 
Senior Luncheonð11:30 a.m. 

 
December 16 

Advent Worshipð7:15 p.m. 
with dessert following worship 

 
December 20 

10:30 a.m. WorshipðSunday School Christmas Program 
4:00 p.m.ðCarol Sing around the Christmas Tree 

 
December 24 

Christmas Eve Worship 
4:00 p.m.ðWorship/Communion 
6:00 p.m.ðWorship/Communion 
11:00 p.m.ðWorship/Communion 

 
December 27 

9:00 a.m.ðWorship 

Sunday Worship 
8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

 

Family Express Worship 
9:10-9:40 a.m. 

with Sunday School 
following 

 

Christ Lutheran Church 
700 County Highway B 

Stoughton, WI 
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One Year to LiveðMenôs Retreat 
by Pastor Scott Geister Jones 

 

One of my opportunities for ministry is serving on some 
church wide activities with our synod menôs ministry.  Last 
weekend I enjoyed a retreat with 37 men and the staff, 
that orchestrated the retreat.  These men are from 
Madison, Denver, and Omaha.  The retreat was 
marvelous; more than that it was a miraculous experience 
for the participants and staff that carried out the protocols 
for the two night and three day event.  

This event will be replicated in the near future and men 
from our community will be invited to participate. 

Remember the name: One Year To Live.  It empowers men with spiritual growth that just doesnôt 
seem to unfold in our Sunday church routine.  I will invite you to join us in the future, and am already 
praying that God will open your hearts to join the guys.  

Shepherds and Angels 
by Pastor Scott Geister-Jones 
 

éthere were shepherds who were in the field, 
keeping watché 

Have you been interrupted?  Softly or rudely?  
It does make a difference you know. 

The angel said to them, ñdonôt be afraid; forð
lookðI am bringing you good news of great 
joy, which will be to every people, for today a 
Savior has been born for you.ò 

Lukeôs narrative is elegant.  It summarizes and 
announces.  It promises and declares a new 
day, a new hope, and a renewal for the entire 
world. 

Lukeôs gospel is read every year at our 
Christmas Eve worship.  I thinkðevery yearð
of those saints who will hear this reading for 
the last time.  I think that this child, this Savior 
was born for us so that when we hear this text 
at Christmas no longer, we will share the  
presence of Christ in our very midst. 

Christmas Dinnerð All Are Welcome 

At the VFW Hall (Veteran's Road-County Road N) 
Friday, December 25, Serving from 11:00 a.m.ï1:00 p.m. 

 

If you need a ride or if you want a meal delivered, please call The Stoughton Senior Center (873-8585) 

and leave you name, address, and phone number, how many dinners you need, or how many 

passengers need a ride. 
 

Rides and home delivery limited to Stoughton School District area.  Donations are appreciated! 

Hosted by the American Legion, VFW Post 328 and their Auxiliaries and Volunteers.  
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Advent Worship 

This year three Wednesday Advent services are planned 
for December 2, 9, and 16 at 7:15 p.m.  Holden Evening 
Prayer will be the liturgy; following worship, dessert and a 
beverage will be served. 

3rd Annual Messiah Sing-Along 
by John Beutel 

 

The Senior Choir and Menôs Choir of Christ Lutheran will sponsor the 3
rd

 annual Messiah Sing-Along 
with orchestra at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, January 17, in the sanctuary.  If you are willing to help in some 
way, please contact John Beutel or Gloria.  Watch the January Ambassador for complete details. 

December 20 
Carol Sing Around Christmas Tree 

by John Beutel 
 

If you love to sing Christmas carols, the Senior 
Choir and the Menôs Choir are sponsoring a 
carol sing around the narthex Christmas tree at 
4:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 20.  Come join 
us for forty-five minutes of singing the beautiful 
songs of Christmas with the beautiful Christmas 
tree lights shining brightly at the end of the 
day.  The carols will be accompanied by a 
variety of instruments.  Come and join us for the 
celebration. 

December 13 
Lessons/Carols/Special Music 

by John Beutel 
 

The choirs and instrumentalists of Christ 
Lutheran Church will provide special music for 
the 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. worship services on 
December 13 to celebrate Advent and the 
coming of Christmas.  We will have lessons and 
carols read by a variety of readers and have 
anthems and music to celebrate the coming of 
our Lord.  We look forward to sharing this 
worship experience with you. 

Special Worship Times 

On Sunday, December 27, and 
Sunday, January 3, there will be one 
worship service at 9:00 a.m.  There 
will be no Sunday School on these 
two Sundays.  Mark your calendars!   
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Presidentôs Report 
by Edie Tholo 

 

Thank you to all our members who have returned their 2010 pledge cards!  There is still time to return 
your card for 2010, and if you have misplaced it, please contact the church office and request a new 
pledge card be sent to you.  Having this information is important to the budgeting process. 

The budgeting process is time-consuming.  We have therefore elected to postpone the December 6 
congregational meeting until shortly after the New Year in order to present the most accurate 2010 
budget to our congregation for approval, which would include all congregational pledges not yet 
received. 

The budgeting process is very important to our church.  It allows us to assure payment coverage of 
regular expenses like building maintenance; it gives us a clear idea of how much we can allot toward 
giving and other church outreach ministries; it gives us an opportunity to accurately allot funds to other 
church-related items like furniture, music, landscaping, and pastorsô discretionary funds. 

That being said, we do wish to keep you apprised of how we are doing in 2009.  The Treasurer provides 
the Church Council with regular balance sheets and operating statements.  As of October 31, 2009, the 
church continued to meet its expense obligations, and pledged contributions were close to targeted 
projections.  At the beginning of 2009, the congregation approved a budget which anticipated total 
contributed support at $348,406, with total resources including cash transfers at $464,936 and total 
expenses at $604,000, creating a shortfall of approximately $-126,903.  Mortgage debt continues to be 
reduced according to schedule.  As of this date, the originally anticipated $-126,903 shortfall, through a 
great deal of diligent expense containment by our various church committees, as well as a small amount 
of unanticipated contributions and a slower scheduled reduction of additional mortgage debt, is forecast 
to be closer to $-40,000.  Thatôs a 33% reduction in our shortfall!  Weôre not letting up; committees 
continue to look at reducing the shortfall even further where practical. 

We look forward to our first congregational meeting in 2010 and being able to present our 2010 budget 
to you for approval at that time.  Until then, best wishes for a blessed holiday season and a joyous New 
Year. 

Thanks for Mowing! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregation members Don Franklin and Ted Sehmer organized guys to mow our church lawn for a 
second year.  Your pastors and congregation wish to share our appreciation for your efforts.  

Team 1ðDonôt Call Us Old Guys:  Don Franklin, Norval Morgan, Dwight Pautz and Roger Vier. 

Team 2ðThe Baseball All-Stars:  Guy Schultz, Dane Schultz,  Kevin Zacharias, Andrew Zacharias    
and Todd Skavlen.  

Team 3ðThe Rock Hounds:  Geologists Rich Hosfeld, Steve Sletten and Arich Hosfeld. 

Team 4ðThe Apple Doesnôt Fall Far from the Tree:  Bart and Max Quale and Tim and Austin    
Kotlowski. 

Team 5ðThe Patriarchs:  Steve Schuett, Ron and Deb Bothum. 

Team 6ðThe I Just Want to Escape the Kids Gang:  Bob Empey, Brad Milbauer and Luther Sperle. 

Substitute Team mowers were Jake and Nick RothðThe Always Reliable! 
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NEWS YOUTH CAN USE 

Lutefisk Dinner 

We need youth in grades 
5-12 (and a few parents) 
to sign up to wait tables 
for the lutefisk dinner on 
Saturday, December 5.   

Sign up to work a shift and the Youth Ministry 
Team will treat you to ñA Christmas Carol,ò starring 
Jim Carrey on Sunday, December 6, at the IMAX in 
Fitchburg.  We will leave at 11:00 a.m.  After the 
movie we will come back to 
the church for pizza and 
games.         

Youth who have not helped 
with the lutefisk dinner are 
invited to come if they are 
willing to cover their own 
costs - $10.00. 

God and Games   

Attendance and participation for ñGod and 
Gamesò continues to grow each week.  ñGod 
and Gamesò is for youth in grades 5-8 (and 
their friends)!  Youth and families are invited to 
an informal meal starting at 6:00 p.m. 
Confirmation for youth in grades 7-8 begins at 
6:30 p.m. At that time, various games and 
activities begin for youth in grades 5-6.  This 
fun ends at 7:30 p.m. At that time, the 
confirmation classes (youth in grades 7-8) have 
open gym until 8:00 p.m.  Please note that 
there is no ñGod and Gamesò on December 23 
and December 30. 

 

Thanks to the people who have helped at ñGod and Games,ò at the recent mini-
lock-in events, and other youth events.  Adult help with youth events is critical for 
the continued success of youth ministry events at Christ Lutheran; we can always 
use more adult help at the youth events!  We are also looking for help planning 
and preparing for the eventsðplease contact Pastor Paula if you can help!! 

                                                                                                   

 

 

                                                                                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Confirmation Class of 2009 
 

Colton Balsamo, Alexis Coleman, Dillon Dewey, Matthew Erdman, Thomas Flock, Cassidy Hite, Mitchell 
Hults, Brandan Johnson, McKayla Kirby, Alix Klinzing, Donald Lehr, Zachary Nyhagen, Lauren Olson, 
Tyler Payne, Shane Rowley, Dane Schultz, Justin Shaffer, Nicholas Shields, Mac Shumaker, Jonathon 
Stokes, Anders Tiffany, Bryce Vike, Andrew Zacharias. 
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NO Sunday School/Family 
Ex p r e s s  W o r s h i p  o n 
December 27 and January 3.    

7th/8th Grade 
Sunday School Students 

 

There will be no Sunday School offered during 
the month of December. Instead, 7th and 8th 
graders will help Pastor Paula and others 
prepare for the annual Christmas program in a 
variety of ways.  Please continue to come and 
help out.  Sunday School will resume on January 
10. 

Hors d'Oeuvre Buffet 

The hors dôoeuvre buffet committee would like to 
thank all who brought treats for the buffet on 
October 18.  We also want to say thank you to all 
the members who stopped by and enjoyed the 
wonderful buffet! 

Committee members:  Mary Jo Iverson, Nancy 
Holzhuter, Sandra Maerz, and Mary Sime. 

 

Hat, Mitten, and Scarf Tree 

The Social Concerns Team reminds us that our 
hat, mitten, and scarf tree is up in the narthex.  
We will be collecting hats, mittens, and scarves 
for Stoughton Social Services.   The items will be 
brought to Stoughton Social Services towards the 
middle of December and will be used as 
Christmas gifts. 

Dreams of Christmas: The Rest of the Storyé 
by Pastor Paula Geister-Jones 

 

Thatôs the title of the Sunday School Christmas program and it promises to be educational, entertaining, 
and a lot of fun. 

This year the Sunday School Christmas program will involve youth from three-year-olds through high 
school.  It will be presented at the 10:30 a.m. worship service on December 20.  We will be practicing 
during a portion of the Sunday School hour on November 29, December 6, 13, and 20.  It is important to 
have all students present to become comfortable with their parts.  The rehearsal on Saturday, December 
19, is only for the seventeen youth involved in the play.  Three-year-olds through 6

th
 graders will have a 

dress rehearsal on Sunday, December 20, during the Sunday School hour.  There will be no Family 
Express on December 20.  Parents and grandparents and anyone else who would like to come are 
invited to attend worship at 10:30 a.m. 

There will be cookies, beverages, and fellowship following the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  We ask that 
all parents able to, please bring two dozen treats to the church kitchen before the program. 
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Mini-Lock-In 
by Dave Erdman 

 

Thanks to all the youth and friends that attended the mini-lock-in event on November 14.  The night 
started with games and time for just the 5

th
 and 6

th
 grade youth.  A very competitive game of kickball 

wasnôt decided until the last inning!  The 7
th
 and 8

th
 grade youth joined, and pizza was enjoyed by all.  At 

this point, the forty youth were divided into four groups to play ñSurvivor.ò  Challenges were given to the 
groupsðone being the groups spelling words by positioning their bodies in the parking lot.  We discussed 
that the TV show ñSurvivorò is not how God wants Christians to liveðeveryone is accepted all the time!  
The night ended with the 7

th
 and 8

th
 grade youth bowling at Viking Lanes until 11:30 p.m. 


