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Power to Change  
by Pastor Scott Geister-Jones 

 

Summer is that wonderful time of rest and recreation and growth in the lives of 
our young people.  Itôs that time when the pastors see the kids less frequently, 
but when we do see them, we notice how much they have grown, changed, 
and tanned their faces and bodies. 

Summer is that time when our kids go to camps and visit relatives, and we may 
not see them for a week or two, only to have them come home and look 
different.  Can they change that fast?  You bet!  Just ask some of our parents 
who tell me they have bought clothes for their teenager twice this summer 
because he or she has grown that much and that fast! 

Christians have the power to change, too.  Read Acts 9:1-31 and look carefully 
at the kind of person Saul (Paul) was before he was converted to become a 
believer in Jesus.  Itôs so dramatic that you can draw a ñbeforeò and ñafterò 
picture of Paulôs face.  Imagine how he looked when he hated 
Christians.  Imagine how you think Paul looked when he wanted others to 
know how much Christôs love had changed his heart. 

Recently, when I visited the Holy Wisdom Monastery, a reading during our 
prayer really spoke to my heart.  It reminded me that our relationship with God 
is a long-term experience of our life.  And most importantly, our relationship 
with God grows as we come to understand our own lives more deeply. 

Sometimes growth and change come quickly.  Sometimes growth and change 
come gradually.  But the Good News is that in our Christian faith walk, growth 
and change most certainly do come to us. 
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Go and Tell  
by Roger Slack 

 

Years ago, while I was in college, I was introduced to a system of memorization of Bible passages and 
verses that was called the Topical Memory System.  The topics and verses are something we hope to 
make available to you as an aid in growing in Christ.  I remember being told that a person remembers 
3% of what they hear, 10% of what they read, and 100% of what they memorize.  I have to admit Iôm not 
nearly as sharp at remembering them as I used to be, but they come back when I hear them in one of 
the Sunday lessons.  It is kind of a little perk that brings a smile.  

One of the topics is ñfellowship .ò  There are two verses, Matthew 18:20 and Hebrews 10:24-25.  
Matthew 18:20 quotes Jesus, ñFor where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in 
the midst of them.ò  That is an awesome promise if a person stops to think about it.  

The second verse, Hebrews 10:24-25, reads, ñand let us consider how to stir up one another to love and 
good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another and 
all the more as we see the day drawing near.ò  If you stop and think about it, that is the objective every 
time we get together: church services, quilters, Circles, Men in Mission, church council, office staff 
meetings, monthly board meetings, Sunday School, senior excursions and luncheons, weddings, 
funerals, baptisms, music celebrations. ñStirring up one another to love and good worksò and 
ñencouraging one anotherò are what we do, sometimes without even realizing it.  Young people 
encourage the elderly with their fresh outlook and energy.  The elderly encourage the young by letting 
them see what it is they want to be like when they grow up.  Neither one realizes the effect they are 
having at the time, but it is certain.  The thing that makes both possible is the ñnot neglecting to meet 
together.ò  

Grandmaôs Hands 
submitted by Pastor Scott Geister-Jones 

  

Grandma, some ninety-plus years, sat feebly on the patio bench.  
She didn't move, just sat with her head down, staring at her 
hands.  When I sat down beside her, she didn't acknowledge my 
presence; and the longer I sat the more I wondered if she was OK. 

Finally, not really wanting to disturb her, but wanting to check on her 
at the same time, I asked her if she was OK.  She raised her head 

and looked at me and smiled. ñYes, I'm fine, thank you for asking,ò she said in a clear, strong voice. 

ñI didn't mean to disturb you, Grandma, but you were just sitting here staring at your hands, and I wanted 
to make sure you were OK,ò I explained to her. ñHave you ever looked at your hands?ò she asked. ñI 
mean really looked at your hands?ò 

I slowly opened my hands and stared down at them.  I turned them over, palms up and then palms 
down.  No, I thought I had never really looked at my hands, as I tried to figure out the point she was 
making. 

Grandma smiled and related this story:  ñStop and think for a moment about the hands you have, how 
they have served you well throughout your years.  These hands, though wrinkled, shriveled, and weak, 
have been the tools I have used all my life to reach out and grab and embrace life.  They braced and 
caught my fall when as a toddler I crashed upon the floor.  They put food in my mouth and clothes on my 
back.  As a child, my mother taught me to fold them in prayer.  They tied my shoes and pulled on my 
boots.  They held my husband and wiped my tears when he went off to war.  They have been dirty, 
scraped, and raw, swollen, and bent.  They were uneasy and clumsy when I tried to hold my newborn 
son.  Decorated with my wedding band, they showed the world that I was married and loved someone 
special.  They wrote my letters to him and trembled and shook when I buried my parents and spouse.  
They have held my children and grandchildren, consoled neighbors, and shook in fists of anger when I 
didn't understand.  They have covered my face, combed my hair, and washed and cleansed the rest of 
my body.  They have been sticky and wet, bent and broken, dried and raw.  And to this day, when not 
much of anything else of me works real well, these hands hold me up, lay me down, and again continue 
to fold in prayer.  These hands are the mark of where I've been and the ruggedness of life.  But more 
importantly, it will be these hands that God will reach out and take when He leads me home. And with 
my hands, He will lift me to His side, and there I will use these hands to touch the face of God.ò 
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CLC 2010 Ballot and Terms                                 
The following were elected or re-elected at the congregational meeting on June 20.  

                                           

Office Name   
  Term Ends 
President  Edie Tholo     2013 (1

st
) 

 
Vice President  Dan Matson     2013 (1

st
)   

 
Vice President 
  
Treasurer  Ted Tobie     2011 (2

nd
) 

 
Lay Ministry  Judie Nitzsche     2011 (1

st
) 

 
Education  Peter Bartelt     2011 (2

nd
) 

 
Evangelism  Roger Slack     2013 (2

nd
) 

 
Stewardship         Al Christensen     2011 (1

st
)  

 
Youth   Rich Hosfeld                             2013 (2

nd
) 

 
Church Properties Ted Sehmer     2012 (1

st
) 

 
Social Concerns and                           
      Communications Sue Weum                              2012 (2

nd
) 

 
Parish Fellowship Mike Bettilyon     2012 (1

st
) 

 
Recording Secretary      Eloise Christensen    Appointed 
 
Synod Delegates: Delbert Weum     2011 (2

nd
) 

   Beth Ulring     2012 (1
st
) 

   
Skaalen Delegate Genevieve Wilberg                   2012 (1

st
) 

  
Foundation  Steve Christenson    2013(2

nd
) 

                                       Erica Pickett     2011 (1
st
) 

                                       Steve Sletten     2013 (2
nd

)  
                                       Fern Hosfeld     2012 (2

nd
)          

                                       Deb Pederson     2012 (1
st
) 

                                       Clyde Fuhrmeister    2011 (2
nd

) 
                                       Ted Tobie 2011 (2

nd
) 
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Welcome New Members  

 

Beth and Matt Hamacher 
Ella and Jack 

Michelle and Daniel Heinrich 
Bryden and Michael 

Ellen and Paul Rosowski 
Lauren and Paul 

Jason and  Diane Kellnhofer 
Hailee and Evey 

Jennifer and Gary Matthiesen 
Madelyn and Naomi 

Kelly and Colin Harrington 
Baby Harrington in July 

Ron and Linda Wethal  

SIP (Senior Interaction Program)  

SIP is an adult day services program for seniors provided by Madison Area Rehabilitation Centersð
Stoughton (MARC-Stoughton). 

The SIP program is held on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday each week. 

 

Full day participation hours are 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.   
(Cost of $50.00) 
 

1/2 day participation hours are 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  
       or 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. (Cost of $30.00) 
 

For information contact:  Sandy Braund or Rhonda Odor at  
(608)873-5217 
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NEWS YOUTH CAN USE 

Noahôs Ark 2010 

The annual youth and family trip to Noahôs Ark in 
Wisconsin Dells is scheduled for Thursday, 
August 19.  Cost/person is $30 and covers 
transportation, lunch, snacks, and admission.  We 
will depart the CLC parking lot at 9:00 a.m. and 
return to the CLC parking lot at approximately 
4:00 p.m.   This event is for youth going into 
grades 5 and higherðyounger youth are invited, 
but must be accompanied by a parent or 
responsible party.  Consent forms are available at 
the church office and will be posted on the 
churchôs website under ñyouth.ò  Please see Rich 
Hosfeld, Pastor Paula, or David Erdman with any 
questions.  Adult chaperones are also needed for 
this eventða great way to spend a day away from 
work! 

Noahôs Ark 2010ðHigh School Youth  

Due to sports, other practices, work, and other 
conflicts, the youth and family event to Noahôs Ark 
on August 19 may not work for you.  Please let us 
know if you are interested in a special high 
school trip to Noahôs Ark on Sunday, August 29.   
More details will follow if there is an interest in this 
high school trip. 

Bible Camp 2010  

Many Christ Lutheran youth experienced summer 
Bible camp during the month of July, but a large  
group of over thirty youth will attend summer Bible 
camp at Sugar Creek Bible Camp (Ferryville, WI) 
the week of August 1.  The Youth Ministry Team 
again thanks the congregation and various groups 
for providing campership funds that help send so 
many of our youth to summer Bible camp! 

Youth Ministry Review  

Calling all interested congregation members, 
parents, and youth!  The Youth Ministry Team 
would like to spend some time on Sunday, August 
15, at 7:30 p.m. discussing youth ministry at Christ 
Lutheran Church in the upcoming year.  We are 
looking for people that may be interested in 
helping with youth ministry at CLC and also 
looking for ideas to refresh the programming that 
we currently offer.  Bring your energy, ideas, 
suggestions, and concerns! 

 

 

Sunday School Begins  
September 12  

 

Bring your completed registration form with 
you when you come.  The registration form is 
on page 6 or you can print out from the 
website.   


